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Executive Summary

The security context has fundamentally changed in recent years, with new and complex threats emerg-
ing. These include an increase in the frequency and sophistication of cyberattacks conducted by and 
against a range of state and non-state actors and the changing international power dynamics which is 
generating new and exacerbating existing interstate competition. An additional example is the increasing 
polarization of societies and a growing dissatisfaction with governments, leading to civil unrest in many 
cases. Many of these threats have assumed a different shape to conventional security threats and, there-
fore, the typical means of responding and mitigating the threats are no longer as relevant and effective. 

There is widespread and profound uncertainty across the regions and countries seem to be increasingly adopt-
ing an inward-looking perspective at a time when international cooperation and diplomacy is paramount. This 
has been compounded by the fact that democratic countries, typically considered to be secure and estab-
lished, have been challenged by new security developments and do not seem to have clear solutions. 

In this context and over the last 3 years, security institutions, in this case military and police institu-
tions, have been granted and/ or assumed increasing autonomy and their role has evolved in many 
countries across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and MENA. Their missions have increased 
in number and diversity in the quickly evolving and unpredictable security context. A key example is 
the security forces’ response to the threat of COVID-19; in most countries, the military and/or police 
stepped up to administer vaccines, deliver food and medical supplies and enforce emergency legisla-
tion, amongst other tasks. This demonstrates the importance of their existence and the dependency on 
these institutions. Although, with quickly moving and often chaotic situations of emergency, there have 
been issues with the undertaking of their duties and the intention to provide security to the country. 
Some argue that these issues are related to an increase in and normalization of autocratic tendencies 
which have detrimentally impacted democratic practices in civil society. In line with this, there have 
been also been concerns raised regarding the shrinking space for civil society advocacy and activism.

This research describes the state of security and the democratic context according to the following 
dimensions of security: cybersecurity, economic, environmental, health, personal and political. 
In doing so, it analyzes how the police and military institutions have been deployed increasingly to 
respond to new security threats in these dimensions as well as highlighting key trends in the develop-
ment of their missions which impact the democratic environment. 

Each researcher collected data by completing a questionnaire and conducting one interview with a 
representative from a civil society organization (CSOs). The questionnaire contained 60 questions and 
was divided into the following sections: diagnosing the state of national security, diagnosing the leg-
islative capacity of the security institutions, the practical application of this legislation and diagnosing 
the state of civil society. These sections considered the following thematic dimensions of security: 
cyber, economic, environmental, health, personal and political. 

The interview consisted of 7 questions and covered the following topics: support for civil society, chal-
lenges for civil society and the capacity of civil society. Each researcher was encouraged to provide all 
sources where possible and record the interview to improve the transparency of the overall process.
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Dimensions of security and role of military and police forces 

Cybersecurity
According to the experience of major cyberattacks against critical infrastructure, cybersecurity is be-
coming an increasing concern for the regions considered. This is demonstrated through an increase in 
the frequency and/ or severity of cyberattacks identified. Even the countries –Colombia, Hungary and 
Indonesia- with dedicated units and trained personnel are still experiencing significant numbers of 
cyberattacks against government institutions. In particular, financial institutions were identified most 
frequently amongst those targeted. Countries which have not taken appropriate precautions to miti-
gate potential risks in the cyber domain are particularly vulnerable. Some vulnerabilities cited include 
a lack of legislative infrastructure, knowledge and expertise.

Has the country taken appropriate precautions to prepare for cyberattacks?

Source: Own elaboration based upon findings from the questionnaires collected from the ten national cases.

YES 20%NO 80%

In terms of the legislation surrounding cybersecurity, this was the only security dimension where no 
emergency legislation had been implemented. Generally, the legislation prescribed greater involve-
ment of the police forces. This was true for 5 countries, whilst other countries acknowledged the legis-
lative capacity as being shared between the police and military, or in 2 cases, solely the responsibility 
of the military. When considering the programs undertaken by the security forces in practice, the is-
sues mentioned were rooted around the legislation enabling instances of curbing individuals’ freedom 
of expression. This was exemplified in one case through the police conducting cyber patrols on social 
media and reprimanding certain users. Violations of personal data were also highlighted through gov-
ernments penetrating the privacy policies of their critics and civil society organizations, and the mass 
surveillance of the general public.

All cases indicate that there is potential for security forces and the State to violate human rights of both 
opponents and their own citizens in the cyber domain. Cyber-attacks are becoming more frequent and 
increasingly sophisticated in nature and given the rate at which current technical advances are taking 
place, this domain represents a significant threat for both national and individual security.



CONTEMPLATING TRENDS FOR 2023 IN SECURITY AND DEMOCRACY   |  A cross regional collaboration with inputs from experts around the world

4

Economic security

Provision of basic infrastructure and socio-economic development

All countries considered are experiencing a period of economic insecurity and deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions; this in addition to a desperate humanitarian crisis for Venezuela and Syria. The 
majority of countries had demonstrated a longer-term strategic vision through the development and 
implementation of strategic infrastructure plans. According to the legislation in most countries, the 
military have missions related to basic infrastructure.1 However, various issues were highlighted 
around the programs undertaken by the military. These predominantly concerned a lack of trans-
parency around the use of public funds, including awarding infrastructure contracts to supporters of 
the regime, as well as doubts about the military’s ability to effectively deliver the programs. As noted 
for one case, there is certain flexibility in the legislation which allows the military to expand their 
capacity and use certain infrastructure projects to consolidate their economic power. This results in 
reduced accountability for security institutions to carry out certain infrastructure projects.

Migration flows

Migration emerged as a prominent concern affecting national security and contributing towards 
destabilizing the economy. Conflict within or in the surrounding countries was the main driver for 
migration for Colombia, Hungary, Lebanon, Nigeria, Uganda, Pakistan, Syria and Venezuela. Other 
push factors included deteriorating social and economic conditions and extreme weather brought 
about by climate change. Migration has already had a notable impact on the political landscape, par-
ticularly in Europe, and with these factors expected to worsen it is likely migration will continue to 
affect security and the economic landscape of these countries. Venezuela and Syria have seen sig-
nificant outward migration flows, 6 and 6.8 million respectively, since the beginning of the crisis and 
war. These flows are now impacting other dimensions of security. For example, Syria has a dearth 
of health professionals which resulted in the country being extremely vulnerable to the impacts of 
Covid-19.

For the countries that have legislation about managing migration flows, the military either have 
the authority to act independently or lead programs with the police supporting within their normal 
law enforcement capacity. For Hungary, the declaration of a ‘refugee crises’ granted the military 
authority under emergency legislation to step in. In Indonesia, there is no national legislation yet 
security forces are still undertaking related programs. Both instances represent an increasing mili-
tarization of borders. Concerns around the application of this legislation were noted in the majority 
of countries where the military were undertaking programs. These mostly concerned human rights 
violations within the contexts of the treatment of migrants and disputes with neighboring territories. 

1 Where basic infrastructure is defined as the basic system which allows the country to function economically e.g., transport, water systems and communication 
channels. 
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Environmental security
Managing risks and responding to disasters

Whilst both natural and anthropogenic adversely affect the health and economic security of a coun-
try, some risks can be mitigated and the impacts reduced through implementing appropriate disaster 
risk management systems. This is particularly true for some anthropogenic disasters which could be 
avoided. However, natural disasters will increase in frequency and severity and the impacts of these 
will be exacerbated by climate change. Many of the countries considered are particularly vulnerable 
to the effects of climate change which is playing out in different ways. In Nigeria, this is also affecting 
socioeconomic dynamics which is demonstrated through violent disputes between herders and farm-
ers over resources. An increasing number of Ugandans are facing food insecurity which was already a 
concern. In Hungary, extreme weather has brought drought and the desertification of agricultural land, 
whereas water scarcity has become even more pronounced for Pakistan and Syria.

Natural and anthropogenic disasters during the last three years

Source: Own elaboration based upon findings from the questionnaires.

Generally, the security forces have a role according to the legislation around disaster risk manage-
ment. The military seems to have more involvement in some cases, while the police assume a support-
ive role. For Indonesia and Hungary, it is worth noting that there is no specific legislative infrastructure 
for managing natural and/ or anthropogenic risks/ disasters. For the other countries, the plans they 
have in place are still to translate into environmental security and many activities seem to be reactive 
rather than proactive, which is particularly problematic in the context of climate change.

 Country Natural disaster Anthropogenic disaster
 Colombia Hurricanes Deforestation
 Indonesia Earthquakes, tsunami, volcano
  eruption, landslide  
 Nigeria Flooding Oil spills and explosions
 Pakistan Earthquakes, flooding, drought  
 Serbia Flooding, forest fires Explosions

 Syria Water scarcity Oil spills, use of chemical   
   weapons as warfare
 Uganda Drought, flood, landslide, extreme heat  
 Venezuela Torrential rain and flooding  
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Health

Provision of basic essentials

Based upon the population having access to water and nutritious food, most of the countries analyzed 
did not meet the minimum standard. The reasons given were based around water scarcity, water con-
tamination and issues with food production. Another key factor impacting health security in many of 
these countries is the outbreak of infectious diseases. In addition to Covid-19, Ebola, tuberculosis, 
dengue fever, malaria, diphtheria and measles caused considerable harm to populations and their 
impacts have been exacerbated by breakdowns in local health infrastructure, particularly so in Syria 
and Venezuela.

Is there access to nutritious food and water in the country?

YES 20%NO 80%

During Covid-19, the military was the main force in charge of providing essentials. Other programs 
included enforcing restrictions and vaccine distribution. In Pakistan, the military were deployed on an 
ad-hoc basis and developed similar programs yet without the legislative authority; notably, they were 
only called to intervene where attempts to impose restrictions by law enforcement were deemed inef-
fective. Emergency legislation was implemented in Colombia, Hungary, Indonesia, Lebanon, Pakistan, 
Serbia and Venezuela. According to the data collected, the security forces’ development of this kind 
of programs was problematic in four of the cases. The main theme to emerge was related to the use 
of excessive force to enforce public health restrictions. In most cases, the lack of legislation defining 
specific roles has led to over-involvement of security actors without legal basis.

Personal Security
The countries analyzed did not report an increase in crime, in general. This should also be analyzed, 
considering the quality and homogeneity of data sources, which is one of the biggest problems around 
the globe: having reliable statistics, in series of years and with homogeneous characteristics between 
different national sources -such as prosecutors and police- is the great challenge for many countries.

Source: Own elaboration based upon findings from questionnaires.
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The availability of disaggregated data sources, in which we can analyze gender-based crimes, for example, 
are, according to the responses obtained, a pending issue in most cases. All countries reported issues and 
controversies related to the security forces maintaining public order during the last three years, and a re-
gression of civil rights that was exemplified through restrictions to protests; violations of human rights, espe-
cially those of activists and journalists which led to self-censorship in some cases. For example, there were 
multiple instances across the cases considered where the security forces illegitimately disturbed meetings 
with alternative political motives, including also interrupting rallies and raiding NGOs. It is important to note 
that these civil rights regressions mainly occurred within the context of Covid-19 so could be justified as 
repercussions of imposing safety measures to protect the public. However, it is also worth highlighting that 
in some cases, the security forces still appeared to use excessive force even when it was not interfering with 
health restrictions, e.g., shutting down political protests despite not violating preventative measures. 

Political
Conflict and terrorism

Most of the cases had experienced some level of internal/ external conflict in the last 3 years. All - 
apart from 2 countries - had experienced a terrorist attack and were particularly vulnerable along this 
dimension of security. There have been significant numbers of attacks in Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan 
and Syria specifically. Furthermore, there is a complicated political landscape in some countries, with 
paramilitary/ non-state armed groups committing terrorist attacks against populations yet also per-
forming state-like functions and serving the populations needs where the state has not.

Most of the cases had experienced some level of internal/ external conflict in the last 3 years. All - apart 
from 2 countries - had experienced a terrorist attack and were particularly vulnerable along this dimen-
sion of security. There have been significant numbers of attacks in Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Syria 
specifically. Furthermore, there is a complicated political landscape in some countries, with paramilitary/ 
non-state armed groups committing terrorist attacks against populations yet also performing state-like 
functions and serving the populations needs where the state has not. The image provided by ten coun-
tries that are politically and culturally diverse, as well as in its geographical location, illustrates that con-
flict remains on the agenda in many countries, and that this means preparing the security sector for it.  

Source: National Police (Colombia); Central Statistical Office (Hungary); Bureau of Statistics (Indonesia); Ministry of Interior (Pakistan); Statistical Office (Serbia); 
Police Force (Uganda).
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With regard to legislative capacity in response to tensions and terrorist threats, the responsibility for 
this security dimension tends to be shared between the military and police, with a trend of increasing 
militarization. For example, the Hungarian police and military used to share the legislative capacity but 
the military has been increasingly mobilized in practice. It is worth highlighting that Hungary, Nigeria, 
Pakistan and Serbia reported no issues or controversies surrounding these programs. There are re-
ports on violence during the development of these programs though. For example, in some cases, this 
manifested as violence against citizens, including extrajudicial killings as it was reported in Indonesia.

 

Challenges for civil society 

The ability of civil society to mobilize and advance prominent issues is largely based upon the support 
granted, whether that be institutional funding to build capacities, guidance to facilitate programs and 
training or international support for expanding and developing additional projects.

In the current context of security dimensions, the role of civil society is of the utmost importance since 
it is in the greatest position to detect and eliminate risks to national security, for example, particularly 
during existing or prospective wars. The promotion of communication between states and diplomat-
ically unrecognized entities, such as rebel groups, militias, warlords, and clan chiefs, is one of the 
primary functions of civil society. In addition, certain non-governmental organizations (NGOs), which 
have a reputation for being impartial and independent actors, can help reduce tension during times 
of crisis. Campaigns to raise awareness encourage local stakeholders and grassroots institutions to 
participate in cultural, educational, and capacity-building activities. Civil society organizations (CSOs) 

encourage this participation by their backing of development efforts. The promotion of discourse and 
human rights, the empowerment of marginalized communities and vulnerable groups, the advance-
ment of sustainable development, the enhancement of local government, the increase of political in-
volvement, and the provision of a forum for the resolution of disputes are all areas in which civil society 
can be shown to be effective. But, at the same time, CSOs are facing particular challenges; some of the 
issues that were addressed during interviews with CSOs representatives are quoted below.

Source: National Police (Colombia); Central Statistical Office (Hungary); Bureau of Statistics (Indonesia); Ministry of Interior (Pakistan); Statistical Office (Serbia); 
Police Force (Uganda).
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There is sufficient institutional support funding available for civil society to establish necessary civil society organisations build capacities. 
There is sufficient support (programmes, training etc) civil society organisations to programmes which meet society’s needs.
There has been consistent international support offered to CSOs (i.e. opportunities to expand and develop additional projects) over the last 3 years.

In terms of accuracy, how well do the following statements describe the support granted to civil society 
(10= completely accurate; 0 = completely inaccurate)

Colombia Hungary Indonesia Lebanon Pakistan Serbia Colombia Syria Uganda Venezuela



THE SHIFTING ROLE OF SECURITY INSTITUTIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY

9

Weaknesses

“There are now more legal provisions to regulate, restrict, and limit the operations of civil so-
ciety organizations (CSOs), religious bodies, faith-based organizations, and individuals, than in 
the past.” “There are cases that currently prohibit from registering for or renewing licenses with 
any names that include the words governance, security, human rights, empowerment, etc.”
“Complications occur when it comes to setting up or scaling up operations. CSOs require con-
siderable resources or constant financial backing in order to be viable in the long run, while in 
practice they function on a project-by-project basis.”
“There is a need for CSOs to continue to highlight citizens’ concerns and their solutions and/
or recommendations with full impartiality. CSOs help to lift up societies by carrying out various 
socioeconomic development programs at the community and policy levels.”
“The future of CSOs in some countries is problematic, including dwindling civic space, threats 
of criminalization and dissolution of organizations.”
“There is disparity between organizations that are based in capital cities and the countryside, 
where local initiatives have a short lifespan.”
“There is a lack of activist regeneration. Knowledge mastery and issues in CSO activists for 
security sector reform are not followed by regeneration in youth activist groups. It takes regen-
eration, especially female activists, to maintain advocacy consistency and build inclusiveness on 
security sector reform issues.”
“CSO activists in security sector reform have academic and theoretical tendencies and fail 
to address and communicate simply to the public. This condition has an impact on the lack of 
acceptance in the community so that the range of support becomes very limited.”
“A negative political narrative portraying CSOs as pursuing a foreign agenda, seeking money, 
or even being traitors might be common. This narrative is not always there but it does emerge 
from time to time, particularly during periods of political and social upheaval.” 

“Finance, feasibility, and sustainability of CSOs are major issues, because governmental grants 
do exist, but they are frequently too tiny, not publicly visible, and often difficult to obtain.”
“Lack of adequate capacity and in-depth knowledge of the issues in the areas of interest. Very 
few have such in-depth knowledge and understanding of the issues as they are evolving.”
“Most CSOs have tendencies to work in silos instead of working together to pursue a common 
interest/goal.”
“While the state is generally cooperative with CSOs involved in service delivery, advocacy-re-
lated CSOs are met with less tolerance and discomfort.”
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How could international cooperation collaborate to address these weaknesses?

“Practical trainings to professional fundraising could have a great impact---usually HU CSOs 
have no dedicated staff for fundraising, hence the leaders of NGOs have sometimes a hard to 
time reinvent the wheel in how to access funds.”
“Periodic support is needed, especially in terms of funding. Considering that one of the im-
portant roles of CSOs is the democratic development process in the midst of the tendency of 
authoritarianism that is currently growing.”
“A better mapping of who is doing what. This would reduce duplication of efforts.”
“Creating opportunities for CSO peer learning and exchange programs which will help pro-
mote the mentorship.”
“Understand the need for staff funding. Additional issues develop at the international level (EU 
for instance) because of the arrangement of finances. For example, a modest percentage is set 
aside for personnel, who typically work long hours, even after hours. Furthermore, it normally 
requires some amount of co-funding, which is difficult for most CSOs, which are non-profit orga-
nizations. All of this results in a significant turnover of CSO staff.”
“Seek for diversity and new perspectives. There are many voices, not just the most known one.”
“Develop specific programs to support democratic values and gender perspective.”
“Support regular national CSO conferences to map out advocacy strategies.”
“Considerate funding support to CSOs in the area of institutional strengthening.” 

Several aspects of security, including cyber, economic, environmental, health, personal, and political, 
have become more precarious during the last three years in all of the many scenarios that have been 
taken into consideration. Certain nations have pointed to systemic problems, a lack of or inadequate en-
abling circumstances, and certain instruments of foreign policy as potential threats to national security. 

It is also interesting to note that global themes like terrorism, the use of force, climate change, and cy-
bersecurity concerns are regularly brought up as developing risks. This phenomenon is noteworthy for 
a number of reasons. It seems that temporary acute crises are to blame for the decreased frequency 
with which other dangers are brought to light. For instance, concerns over health were in the forefront 
of discussions throughout 2019 as a direct result of Covid-19. It is important to note that even though 
there has been a trend toward increasing insecurity, security institutions have stepped up their efforts. 
However, there has also been a trend toward the security institutions using excessive force and abus-
ing their power, which has resulted in a violation of the human rights of citizens and a threat to the 
democratic principles on which many states are founded. In situations characterized by instability and 
the retreat of democratic norms, civil society has the potential to serve as an efficient instrument for 
the promotion of democracy and the maintenance of peace. 
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Lead Report Authors:

There was a perception that there is more room for civil society to play a role in addressing regional 
security issues, and that the need for civil society engagement is increasing. The world has evolved, 
and governments can no longer oversee or address all concerns, including conventional and non-tradi-
tional security issues. Particularly, government officials need to incorporate civil society in the process 
of formulating policy, especially security policy, as even if the concept and function of civil society vary 
from nation to country, their future actions will be key to the stability of all nations.
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Annex 1  |  Regional Insights. The State of National Security

uAfrica
There is no doubt that the African continent has undergone numerous changes in the last few de-
cades, including improvements in communication technology, rapid economic growth brought on by 
an expanding market for Africa’s commodities, and a growing youth population capable of innovating 
in this setting. The ongoing threat of armed conflict, along with its transformations, limits our ability 
to translate these transitions into stable peace and development for Africans. Since independence, 
armed conflicts have increasingly become a reality in Africa. Fifty percent of the states in Africa have 
experienced some kind of conflict between 1960 and the present. Particularly unsettling is the revival 
of post-Cold War conflicts. Various categories of armed conflicts on the continent have been proposed 
by peace and security researchers, some of which, naturally, only appear in our discourses in a histor-
ical sense. 

Nigeria and Uganda, by Cecil Griffiths

Nigeria faces a multitude of security challenges ranging from violent extremism and religious in-
tolerance, to farmer-herder conflict, banditry, a revived secessionist movement, police repression, mar-
itime piracy, and attacks on oil infrastructure, terrorism, and communal conflicts, among others. There 
have been violent disputes between nomadic animal herders and farmers in Nigeria for many years. But 
disagreements over the use of land and water, as well as grazing routes, have been exacerbated by cli-
mate change and the spread of the Sahara Desert, as herders move further south looking for pasture. 
Thousands have been killed in clashes over limited resources.

One of the most serious threats for families in Nigeria is the frequent kidnapping of schoolchildren from 
their classrooms and boarding houses. More than 1,000 students have been abducted from their schools 
since December 2020, many only released after thousands of dollars are paid as ransom. Some of the 
kidnappers are commonly referred to as “bandits” in Nigeria. These criminals raid villages, kidnap civil-
ians and burn down houses. A separatist group called the Indigenous People of Biafra (Ipob) has been 
clashing with Nigeria’s security agencies. Ipob wants a group of states in the south-east, mainly made up 
of people from the Igbo ethnic group, to break away and form the independent nation of Biafra. 

Other forms of violent criminal activities such as armed robbery, assault, carjacking, hostage taking, ban-
ditry, and rape, is common throughout the country. Kidnapping for ransom occurs frequently. Terrorists 
continue plotting and carrying out attacks in Nigeria, especially in the Southeast. Terrorists may attack 
with little or no warning, targeting shopping centers, malls, markets, hotels, places of worship, restau-
rants, schools, government transportation hubs and other places where crowds gather. There is civil 
unrest and low-level armed militancy in parts of Southern Nigeria, especially in the Niger Delta region. 
Armed criminality, including kidnapping and maritime crime, is also pervasive in this region. These con-
flicts and violence have not only hindered the speedy development of the country but have continued to 
retrogress the pace of its growth and development, thereby threatening national unity.
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Uganda has seen multiple attacks and bombings since October 2021, targeting soft targets and 
security personnel notably around Kampala and the surrounding area. The Islamic (IS) claimed respon-
sibility for the November 16, 2021 bombings in the capital, which killed at least seven people including 
three suicide bombers. Uganda also faces an increasing threat from the IS- linked Allied Democratic Forc-
es (ADF) which operates mainly in the DRC, and attributed to the November 2021 bombings in Kampala.  
In response to these threats, the Military has intensified security operations along the borders to prevent 
assailants. Security measures are most significant at the border with the DRC. Opportunistic crimes like 
burglaries, muggings, drive-by bag snatches and thefts from vehicles occur in Uganda. Violent crimes, 
including armed robbery, home invasion and sexual assault are also common. Cyber-attacks are also on 
the increase, particularly against financial institutions and mobile money businesses.

Although Uganda has experienced relative political stability and economic growth under President Mu-
seveni, there are significant human rights, governance and democracy deficits. Security forces used in-
timidation tactics to suppress political opposition members and supporters in the context of the January 
2021 elections, including arbitrary arrests, prolonged detentions, enforced disappearances and prose-
cutions. The right to freedom of expression and assembly and association were severely restricted. The 
country faces other challenges as well, including an explosive population growth which greatly affects 
living standards and creates urban slums, land ownership, power and infrastructure constraints, climate 
changes and its effect on agricultural output and food security, and unemployment among the youth.

Uganda hosts the largest refugee population in Africa, and the third largest population in the world with 
1,494,505 refugees and asylum seekers, as of May 2021. The majority (82%) are women and children. 
Most of the refugees come from South Sudan, followed by the DRC, Burundi, Somalia, and other countries. 
Considering ongoing conflicts and increased food insecurity in South Sudan, Uganda’s refugee population 
is expected to continue to rise, having grown by over 35,000 since December 2020.

uAsia
Although there are still disparities in their extent and methods of attack, security challenges in the 
Asian region are coinciding. This means that inter-state wars and other conventional security threats 
(such as territorial disputes and arms races) have subsided in the last ten to fifteen years, while the 
region is increasingly confronted with non-conventional security risks emanating from international 
terrorism and organized crime, separatism and piracy, irregular migration, environmental issues, ener-
gy shortages, economic crises and epidemics. Some of these problems are interconnected, which in-
creases the risks and makes it more difficult to find solutions. The ambiguities of globalization may be 
the cause of the rising similarity of security concerns. Asian countries (including regional superpowers 
such as China and India) seek economic development. They promote policies that encourage econom-
ic growth because they think doing so will draw capital and investors, advance technology, protect or 
create jobs, and increase their credibility. The best environment for achieving these goals is one that 
is free of armed conflict, tensions, and expensive defense obligations. Their rising interdependence, 
which results in many of the border-crossing pathologies of globalization outlined above, is the flip 
side of their expanding incorporation into the global economy. The nations of Asia only hesitantly agree 
to appeals for new, cooperative security approaches.
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Indonesia, by Hussein Ahmad

The current state of national security in Indonesia is still focused on traditional security through maintaining mili-
tary power in the country itself and facing threats from the military forces of other countries. Meanwhile, non-tra-
ditional approaches related to human security have not become the focus of the Indonesian government. In fact, 
Indonesia faces various real threats in terms of human security, both physical threats such as natural disasters, 
social and non-physical relations such as economic activities that must be faced. Threats to human insecurity in 
Indonesia are still amounting. These conditions mean that Indonesia is still far from secure.

In general, the Indonesian government is still using a security approach in dealing with and solving var-
ious problems in Indonesia. For example, conflict resolution in Papua through operations that violate 
the law and are not in accordance with the rules of non-military operations areas and not based on state 
political decisions, legal rules that provide space for the Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) in coun-
tering terrorism even though they are not part of the criminal justice system and other regulations and 
involvement TNI and POLRI in handling Covid-19 and various other health issues.

In the Indonesian constitution, the division between the duties and role of TNI and POLRI has been reg-
ulated. More specifically, the division is putting TNI as a defense actor to deal with threats from abroad, 
while POLRI is a security actor responsible for law enforcement in the country. This separation of roles is 
very important considering the past history where the military regime ruled for 32 years, and it is relevant 
to prioritize the professionalism of the TNI. The large amount of military involvement in the civilian domain 
today shows that the post-reform security sector reforms in Indonesia stopped with an incomplete agenda.

Pakistan, by Areeba Mahmood

Overall, the state of Pakistan’s security is rather fragile. Not one dimension of security can be labelled as 
heading towards a positive direction. As many of the dimensions are interlinked in Pakistan, when one 
weakens others are affected as well. For example, political insecurity has affected the economy as well 
as personal security. A lack of infrastructure, planning and execution have deprived Pakistan of being a 
stable and secure country. There is a lack of digital infrastructure, knowledge and expertise within the 
country which has led to a continuous streak of cyber-attacks on financial and state institutions, putting 
in danger sensitive information of citizens and state security.

Pakistan has more of a reactive approach towards its environmental concerns. The country has a history 
of environmental disasters and climate related NGOs have predicted how it is only going to worsen for the 
country if no actions are taken. Water scarcity, specifically, is an issue that has persisted for a long time 
and has now regressed to impact more regions of the country.

Radicalism and extremism have been on the rise which has threatened the safety of women and minorities of 
the country. The common man has become the judge, jury and executioner as individuals accused of blasphe-
my are being lynched publicly while cases of harassment, kidnappings, assault and murders of women, trans-
gender persons and other minorities are either not making any progress with the police or going unreported.

While Pakistan has never been able to achieve political stability, it has become much worse in the past 3 
years. Terrorist attacks have increased in every province which can be attributed to religious extremism and 
the recent Afghan Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. Internal conflict within the government has also contrib-
uted to political insecurity; the events leading up to the public ousting of former Prime Minister, Imran Khan, 
has weakened the country politically and economically as well. While the new government is trying to control 
the aftermath, it has still made the country vulnerable to further internal and international strife.
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uEastern Europe
A region with similar cultural characteristics, shared histories, and a connected past, Eastern Europe 
may be seen as a homogeneous sub-unit. During the past three decades, it has started a joint process 
of European integration. But even a superficial probe of this surface reveals that reality is a far more 
heterogeneous, complex combination. A deeper study indicates that there are major discrepancies 
concealed among the numerous fissures, in spite of recent regional political initiatives that were in-
tended to promote sub-regional unity. The nations of Central/ Eastern Europe differ greatly in two 
important areas: their strategic cultures and their ties to Russia. Because of this diversity, regional 
cooperation is particularly difficult.

Hungary, by Gergely Hideg

Hungary is a safe country, with a low and decreasing level of violent criminality, high level of health ser-
vices and without major issues of food security. Hungary still has fertile lands and striving agriculture, al-
though the effects of climate change are starting to show- with declining rainfall and increasing tempera-
tures desertification of agricultural land has started. However, the times we are living in are increasingly 
unsafe, particularly when considering the raging war in the neighboring Ukraine, although active hostili-
ties are some 1500 kms away. Another important issue affecting human security has been the Covid-19 
pandemic that hit Hungary hard, producing mortality rates that were among the highest globally.

However, the Hungarian government displays a tendency to securitize issues that are not dangerous, such 
as LGBTQI+ issues; through-flowing migration (very few international migrants consider Hungary as their 
final destination); or NGOs and watchdogs that work in the areas of human rights and rule of law. 

The Hungarian national legislation is---it must be---coherent with the European Union Acquis de Com-
munautaire, therefore it is overwhelmingly democratic by nature. There are pieces of legislation that are 
contested by the EU, for example the law against civil society organisations, of those that would criminal-
ise providing any assistance to persons who are migrating and do not yet have a visa or a legal status of 
refugee or at least asylum seeker, or the instance that the government initiated that the Parliament voted 
to not implement the Istanbul convention about violence against women---something that the govern-
ment previously already ratified. These issues are not systemic, not really enforced, and only serve the 
purpose of dominating the political agenda with the messages related to these legislative actions (NGOs 
represent foreign interests, there is an invasion of migrants going on, genderism kills society, etc.) that 
are otherwise expendable, if the tides are changing and there are new, better symbolic enemies to fight.

The mandates and missions of the police and the military are totally distinct. Hungary has witnessed 
increased autocratic tendencies, but these were not really aligned with its security services or armed 
forces. Their missions are regular professional missions, such as campaigning for safety belt usage by the 
police, or deploying military troops to the East in response of military activity in Ukraine. The Hungarian 
state and its armed forces are extremely centralized and the dominant overarching sovereignty over these 
organizations lies with the prime minister.
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Serbia, by Oliver Toskovic

Serbia was a part of Yugoslavia, socialist country which was not a part of the so-called Eastern Bloc, but a 
founder and a member of Non-Aligned Movement. After the crisis and the war in the last decade of 20th 
century, Yugoslavia fall apart, and several independent countries were created out of former Yugoslav 
republics. Serbia officially did not participate in wars, but it was engaged in conflicts in neighboring Cro-
atia and Bosnia, since in these former republics (now independent states) a lot of ethnic Serbs used to 
live. Also, in the same period a huge political and economic crisis occurred in Serbia, as o consequence of 
authoritarian rule of Slobodan Milošević and his party SPS and economic sanctions applied to Serbia due 
to its interference in wars in surrounding countries (former republics). On the year 2000 massive demon-
strations occurred because Milošević tried to steal elections and his rule ended.

Ever since, Serbia is trying to establish democratic institutions and to join European Union, with periods 
of progress and regression. Starting from 1990. when first democratic elections were held across Yu-
goslavia, up to now, Serbia is in the transition process from socialist to capitalist system and economy. 
Unfortunately, even 32 years later we cannot say that this process is fully ended, having in mind current 
state of institutions, including political and economic stability. After some 12 years of relative progress in 
democratic process (2000-2012), last 10 years brought Serbia on a list of so-called hybrid regimes (have 
democratic elections but autocratic governance is present). Although economy is relatively stable now, 
without huge regressions in the past 20 years, it is too dependent on foreign investments and none of the 
governments managed to push production in some noticeable amount (not even close to what was going 
on in Yugoslavia period). Also, Serbia still did not manage to solve Kosovo crisis, which was the reason for 
NATO bombing of Serbia in 1999. Although Kosovo region declared its independence in 2008, Serbia did 
not recognize it, as well as certain number of countries in the world.

The unresolved problem with Kosovo region is a big obstacle on the path towards joining the EU. More 
than 80% of Serbia’s population is against recognizing the independence of Kosovo, since the region has 
an important historic role in the beginning of first Serbian state, in medieval times. The situation is be-
coming even more complicated after the war in Ukraine started, since Serbia has had good cultural and 
political relations with Russia throughout their history and it is heavily dependent on Russian energy, but 
it strives at the same time for becoming a EU member. The current situation is demanding from Serbia 
to choose between the two options, the EU (western countries) or Russia, while until now it had tried to 
balance between them.   

Having all of this in mind, Serbia is experiencing a heavy political crisis, since the role of institutions is so 
diminished that most people have an impression as they even do not exist. Our hybrid political regime 
is dependent on the president’s authority, deeply corrupted and sometimes described as a partocracy. 
Along with the unresolved crisis with Kosovo region on the south, makes Serbia relatively unstable.

uLatin America
Security in Latin America has changed significantly since the conclusion of the Cold War. Latin American 
nations have been shifting away from the traditional conception of a security challenge posed by an ex-
ternal danger to the state, toward the concepts of multidimensional security, security of the individual, 
and security of society. The region has the highest murder rate in the world due to the widespread use 
of illegal drugs, the growth of guns, other international threats, ungoverned areas, and the weak state 
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syndrome. Additionally, criminality has a significant negative impact on democratic government and eco-
nomic prosperity. The institutions of public security—the police, military, and judicial systems—are strug-
gling to deal with this cross-border threat. The problem’s symptom and possible exploitation vector is 
the privatization of security. Due to American demand for illegal drugs and the fact that it is a supplier of 
weaponry to Latin America, the United States bears a portion of the blame for the bloodshed. The inter-
national coalition that is leading Operation Martillo, the anti-drug operation in the Caribbean and Central 
America, demonstrates the rising consensus in favor of coordinated action. In addition, a number of 
Latin American nations participate in international peacekeeping missions. The new strategic agreement 
reached by the nations of Latin America should therefore be an impetus for coordinated action.

Colombia and Venezuela, by Nathalie Pabón Ayala

An ongoing, internal armed conflict in Colombia has served as the country’s primary threat indicator for 
the past five decades. As Marxist guerrillas began to oppose the government in the 1960s, the struggle 
grew over time to encompass threats from the drug trade, narcoterrorism, and paramilitary organizations 
(Human Rights Watch, 2017). The 1990s saw an increase in the amount of violence brought on by the 
various wars as guerrilla attacks on government troops increased in frequency and organized crime’s ca-
pacity for terror and harm increased.

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the oldest guerrilla organization in Latin America, 
and the government of Colombia (GoC) signed a peace agreement in November 2016. Terrorist activity 
has lessened since a previous ceasefire was reached. The armed conflict has not yet been resolved, and 
achieving citizen security continues to be difficult. Colombia faces the issue of successfully implementing 
the peace accords while also dealing with ongoing hybrid and conventional threats. Another long-running 
guerrilla organization, the National Liberation Army (ELN), is still active and just started a dialogue process 
with the newly elected administration of Gustavo Petro.

Organized Armed Groups (GAO) and Organized Delinquent Groups (GDO) are two new classifications in-
troduced by the Ministry of Defense in 2016. In addition to organized crime organizations that adhere to 
the Geneva Convention Protocol for Combatants, which means they have a structure, an area under their 
control, and a military structure, GAO also includes certain former and current rebels who do not uphold 
the peace agreements. The National Army now participates in the war against the GAO, although the Po-
lice had previously sole duty for the combat against them.

In addition to the existence of violent non-state entities, there has also been a notable rise in violence 
resulting from illegal activity, notably in areas that the FARC previously controlled. These include illegal 
mining, extortion, smuggling, drug and human trafficking, and other hazards. These organizations are 
connected to global organized criminal networks. Local leaders, primarily environmentalists and human 
rights activists, continue to face threats and are frequently murdered, which is a sign of the ongoing social 
effects of armed conflict and persistent human rights crimes. Human rights violations and local leader 
assassinations are grave concerns.

The evolving nature of the armed conflict in a post-agreement environment that has boosted hopes of 
peace and stability is one of the primary difficulties the Colombian military is now confronting. Traditional 
risks to Colombia, such as insurgency, terrorism, and drug trafficking, are evolving, but more current dan-
gers, such those brought on by organized crime (illegal mining, arms trafficking, human trafficking, and 
smuggling), are becoming more prevalent.
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By subordinating the individual interest to the public and social interest, the Constitution of Venezuela 
develops a new concept of property, possession, and use of natural and economic resources. Natural 
resources, land usage, and international trade planning are all tightly related to the State under this par-
adigm, which abandons the liberal notion of the “gendarme” State and instead creates a more interven-
tionist situation.

According to the spirit of the Bolivarian Constitution, a nation’s riches must be used for a common good 
rather than being subject to exploitation and the principles of private usufruct. (Constitutional Article 12). 
The state’s cultural patterns have changed, embracing multiculturalism and the consolidation of “being 
national” while promoting the identity of the new hegemonic social group. In order to do this, Simón Bolí-
var and the indigenous peoples are portrayed as the two cornerstones of the revived Venezuelan nation-
ality. A new international strategy is established that prioritizes the “anti-imperialist” and “anti-colonial” 
struggle while supporting Latin American unification. 

It has been established that everyone in Venezuela, whether natural or legal individuals present within 
the national geographic space, bears some responsibility for the nation’s security in addition to the State. 
According to Article 322, the defense of the Nation is the responsibility of Venezuelans; also, of natural 
and legal persons, both public law and private law, who are in the national geographic space.

The security of the Nation is an essential competence and responsibility of the State, based on its compre-
hensive development. The nation’s security is based on the State and civil society sharing responsibility 
for upholding the principles of independence, democracy, equality, peace, freedom, justice, solidarity, 
promotion and environmental conservation, affirmation of human rights, as well as the progressive satis-
faction of each Venezuelan’s individual and collective needs on the basis of those principles, as stated in 
Article 326 of the Constitution. The co-responsibility paradigm is applied to the military, economic, social, 
political, cultural, geographic, and environmental domains. 

Numerous national and regional actors have criticized this all-encompassing vision of the nation’s security 
and defense. The law defines comprehensive defense as “the set of defense systems, methods, mea-
sures and actions, whatever their nature and intensity, that the State actively formulates, coordinates and 
implements with the participation of the institutions public and private, and natural and legal persons, 
national and foreign, in order to safeguard the independence, freedom, democracy, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and comprehensive development of the Nation.” 

uMENA
The evolution of MENA countries’ armed forces and internal security, the security alliances, and the 
influence of foreign powers in determining regional forces and conflicts are all not clearly regional 
trends. Every MENA country substantially and alone pursues its own unique course of military and 
security force development. Each has varying degrees of military assistance from minor assistance to 
the deployment of significant deterrence and warfighting assets, or the support of civil conflicts and 
non-state actors. However, the interactions between the governments within the three main sub re-
gions and the security developments within the MENA region can be roughly classified. They exemplify 
the variety of distinct national issues and demands that currently shape the military dynamics of the 
region, the United States’ efforts to provide security support, and the evolving roles of Europe, Russia, 
and China.
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Nevertheless, it is important to recognize that the general degree of security and stability in each MENA 
sub region has decreased recently, and that the internal and civil facets of security in the region have 
continuously gotten worse. There have been significant increases in major internal conflicts, degrees 
of outside interference, and issues with civil strife, political tension, governance, and economic devel-
opment as a result of the changes and upheavals in the region’s political stability since 2011. Algeria, 
Libya, Tunisia, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, and Yemen have all had protracted civil wars or serious issues 
with national unity. Algeria, Egypt, and all of the Gulf states have all spent a sizable percentage of their 
budgets and economies on bolstering their armed forces and internal security forces, or on fighting wars, 
which has severely hampered their ability to advance their societies and economies. The Covid-19 issue, 
which began at the start of 2020, has made this scenario significantly worse in at least half of the MENA 
region’s states. In addition, many MENA countries that have prioritized internal security have developed 
more oppressive regimes as a result. As a result, the balance between military buildup, conflict, and civic 
growth has worsened rather than increased the region’s security and stability.

Lebanon and Syria, by Rabha Allam

Ever since the independence in the fifties of the twentieth century, Lebanon had suffered long cycles 
of internal violence and civil wars, the last one from 1975-1990. The current formula of government is 
strengthening the confessional system and dysfunctional to the state. Most of the essential state orga-
nizations are replicated along the confessional lines due to the weak nature of the state and at the same 
time this is building towards more weakening of state institutions.

The case is very unique and there are a number of challenges facing both the State and the society on the 
security level:

1) The deteriorating economic conditions and its impact on security conditions and the rise in crime 
rates.

2) The expansion in the army jurisdiction under emergency laws and the implication on personal lib-
erties and rights.

3) The attack on activists and personal and political liberties.

4) Confessional dynamics and the rising tensions on the ground.

5) The inability of the state to provide services or to secure people.

6) The influx of refugees due to the continuation of the crisis in Syria and Palestine.

National security in Syria is threatened by a devastating long war that lasted for almost a decade resulting 
in the death of ½ of 1 million, displacement of ½ of the population (internally and externally) and most of 
the vital economic activities and infrastructure was destroyed. The reconstruction plan is frozen until the 
two parties of the conflict and their international backers reach a final political solution for power distri-
bution. The West, backing the opposition, insists on a substantial regime change, and Russia and Iran, 
backing the regime, see a change in the constitution as substantial. 

Cyber security was not a big issue during the last few years, as the main issue was the actual security of 
the population. Despite that the most dangerous hostilities have more or less de-escalated since 2019, 
and most of the lands controlled by ISIS have been re-captured, the security condition in Syria is still 
critical. Syria is still one of the most dangerous places, where Damascus has the second highest rates of 
crimes in the world, after Kabul. Syria also faces a challenge of separatism and disengagement and it is 
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split into three different parts, where every part has a different ruling norms and authorities; one under 
the control of the regime, the second under the control of the opposition and the third under the control 
of the Kurdish forces who aspire for independence.

The country was deeply affected by the coronavirus crisis since the medical and health infrastructure 
were already destroyed by the war and a good proportion of medical professionals had fled the country. 
Gender-based violence and crimes occur systematically in all three parts of the country but the respective 
authorities do not keep track of the exact rates. However, the media widely covers the most controversial 
cases. Likewise, human rights violations are recorded in the three main parts of the country, while the 
most obvious cases were recorded at the regime’s prisons such as torture to death, starvation and arbi-
trary detention and forced disappearance. 

The legislation concerning security and defense during the last three years did not change much, the re-
gime has already passed most of the legislations validating the role of the military in the public sphere in 
the 1970s and right after the beginning of the uprising in 2012. The military takes part in fighting the rebel 
armed groups, along with pro regime militias backed by Iran and the air raid coverage provided by Russia.

The military has an officially announced mission in fighting terrorism and securing the civil population, 
but in fact the wide definition of the terrorism encompassed as well the opposition groups in rebel areas 
which made these counter-terrorism campaigns threatening the lives of the civilians in these very same 
areas. The military industries and construction companies are already controlling a big part of the market; 
Iranian companies are competing for this market as well. The military along with the Russian military 
police co-organized the human transfer through `the green buses” from the areas subject to the de-es-
calation zones to Idleb, where all rebels were transferred (exiled) there.
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Annex 2  |  Overview of security legislation

The National Police is typically solely in charge of maintaining 
public safety and managing large-scale gatherings of the general 
public. The police may only ask the military for help under spe-
cial circumstances and for a short time. The use of force by police 
must be appropriate, proportionate, and reasonable under the cir-
cumstances, as stated in Article 8 of the 2016 Police Code. The 
National Police is required by Article 10 to uphold and respect the 
rights guaranteed by the Colombian Constitution. A specific reg-
ulation on the use of force, firearms, ammunition, and non-lethal 
weapons was approved in 2017. The 1990 UN Basic Principles 
on the Use of Force and Firearms and the 2016 Police Code are 
particularly mentioned in the rule, which was enacted by Resolu-
tion 2903/2017 of the General Directorate of the National Police. 
According to the law, the use of guns is only permitted when nec-
essary to protect oneself or others from an immediate threat of 
death or serious bodily harm or to stop a criminal act that could 
endanger life. A later rule forbids police officers working to con-
trol demonstrations from having access to firearms. The National 
Police of Colombia is not specifically subject to the control of any 
independent civilian organization. Disciplinary offences are han-
dled by the Attorney General’s office, whereas criminal charges 
fall under the purview of the military tribunals.

The Police Act: XXXIV 1994 Law; In addition to the tasks specified 
in the Basic Law, the task of the police is to control border traffic, 
to combat terrorism and to control for the purposes of crime pre-
vention and detection specified in this Act.

The Indonesian National Police’s main duties include: uphold 
law enforcement, public order, and security while protecting and 
serving the community. In performing these fundamental duties, 
police must:

  i) perform as necessary community and governmental activity 
supervise, guard, escort, and patrol;

  ii)	provide all necessary actions to guarantee the security and 
efficiency of vehicular traffic on all types of roads, raise public 
knowledge of the drafting of national legislation;

iii)	 enforce law and order and guarantee public safety;
iv)	 coordinate, supervise, and provide technical direction to the 

investigators, public servants/authorities, and private securi-
ty measures;

 v)	 carry out all criminal investigations in line with the criminal 
procedure law and other laws;

The National 
Police Force  
of Colombia

The State 
Protection 
Authority

POLRI

Hungary

Indonesia

Colombia

 Police duties according to legislationPolice ForceCountry
POLICE DUTIES ACCORDING TO LEGISLATION IN EACH COUNTRY
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vi)	 apply identification techniques such police forensic lab, psy-
chology, and medical operations in the interest of the respon-
sibilities assigned by the service,

vii)	provide aid and relief to uphold human rights; serve the in-
terests of citizens before they are handled by the agency or 
authorities; 

viii) provide services to the general public in accordance with the 
interests of the police task environment; and carry out oth-
er obligations in accordance with the Constitution and leg-
islative acts, which in practice are governed by government 
regulations.

ix)	 Control the flow that could cause the nation’s division or pose 
a threat to its unity; 

x)	 make police rules known within the purview of police admin-
istrative authority; 

xi)	 implement special examination as a component of police 
identification;

xii)	respond immediately and quickly to a scene;
xiii) collect information and evidence; and take a person’s identi-

ty, fingerprints, and photo for identification purposes.
xiv) establishing the National Crime Information Centre; issuing 

the necessary permits and/or certifications to provide com-
munity services;

xv)	providing security support during court proceedings and ex-
ecution of judgments, the activities of other agencies, as well 
as community activities; and 

xvi) receiving, securing, and holding lost and found items for a 
while until further identification

The duties of Lebanon Police Officers include responding to emer-
gencies, conducting criminal investigations, making arrests for 
crimes, looking into accidents, and taking all requests for assistance 
from the general public. They carry out local, state, and federal 
laws. Officers in Lebanon accurately and thoroughly describe their 
activities in written reports that are thorough and precise, and they 
retain electronic records. All of the patrol cars of the Lebanon Police 
Department are equipped with Mobile Data Terminals (MDTs). They 
also carry out any additional tasks that the police chief assigns. 

1. Protect and detect crimes, and protect the rights and freedom of 
every person in Nigeria as provided for in the Nigerian constitution, 
the African charter on Human and Peoples Rights and any other law

2. Maintain public safety, law and order
3. Protect the lives and property of all persons in Nigeria and
4. Enforce all laws and regulations without any prejudice to the 

enabling Acts of other security agencies.

POLRIIndonesia

Lebanon 
Police 
Department

The Nigeria 
Police Force

Lebanon
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The Police Order 2002 is a detailed document which highlights 
the majority of the aspects of security dimensions that the po-
lice may undertake missions. Some are outlined explicitly such 
as authorization to take action for cyber security, environmental 
security and personal security but it can be inferred that police 
may take action when economic, health and political security of 
the country is under attack. For example, during a terrorist attack, 
citizens can be under risk so according to the Act, the police force 
has “to protect life” and hence can undertake missions against 
such offences.

The primary goals of the police are to protect people’s lives, rights, 
freedoms, and sense of self-worth; to uphold the rule of law; to 
protect property; to prevent, detect, and resolve criminal offences 
and violations; to fight crime in all of its forms, including organized 
crime; to identify and apprehend offenders; to maintain public 
order; to provide assistance in times of emergency; to regulate, 
control, and monitor traffic; and to secure public events, people, 
objects, and buildings.

Several organizations and entities in Syria are in charge of enforc-
ing the law. Although they were governed by the Ministry of the 
Interior, the police were regarded as a component of the Internal 
Security Forces under Legislative Decree No. 67 of March 1965. 
If this ruling is still in effect is unknown. Legislative Decree No. 
69, which grants immunity from prosecution to security person-
nel and law enforcement agents for offences committed while on 
duty, was published by the government on September 30, 2008. 
Effectively operating outside of the reach of the law are the police 
and other law enforcement organizations. Syria lacks an impartial 
civilian police oversight authority. All disputes between members 
of the armed services or the police are handled by military courts.

Uganda Police Force, as contained in the Uganda Constitution are:

a)	 To protect life and property

b)	 To preserve law and order

c)	 To prevent and detect crime; and

d)	 To cooperate with civilian authority and other security or-
gans established under this Constitution and with the popu-
lation generally.

The Uganda Police Act further elaborated on the mission of the 
Police, and provided additional responsibilities as follows:

Functions of the force.

(1) Subject to the Constitution and this Act, the functions of the 
force are—
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Uganda 
Police Force

Uganda

(a) to protect the life, property and other rights of the in-
dividual;

(b) to maintain security within Uganda;
(c) to enforce the laws of Uganda;
(d) to ensure public safety and order;
(e) to prevent and detect crime in the society;
(f) subject to section 9, to perform the services of a military 

force; and
(g) to perform any other functions assigned to it under this 

Act.

(2) Subject to section 6(1)(c), a member of the force is autho-
rized to carry arms in the performance of his or her duties.

(3) No person shall arrest, detain or institute criminal proceed-
ings except as is provided for under a written law or the Con-
stitution.

To ensure that citizens can exercise their individual and collec-
tive rights and to uphold the law. Public order, transit, control, and 
customs, tourism, airport, diplomatic custody, and protection of 
VIPs, incarceration, migration, maritime, anti-corruption, narcot-
ics and psychotropic substances, environment, organized crime, 
anti-kidnapping, food security, irregular armed groups, and any 
other area related to crime prevention are its areas of service. It 
has been placed all around the country.

Regulations: LOSPCPNB Articles 34, 35, 36, 36, 37, and 39.

The Special Action Forces are a fairly well-known unit within the 
PNB (FAES).

Source: Own elaboration based upon results from researchers and official websites for the police in 
respective countries.
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The Army, Navy, and Air Force are the three branches that make up 
the Colombian military. The prevailing service is the Army. Although 
all services participate in the counter-insurgency operation, they do 
so to a lesser extent than the Army. The Minister of Defense has 
operational and administrative supervision over the armed forces, 
with the Colombian President serving as its Commander-in-Chief. 
The military commander of the armed forces, who has always been 
an Army three-star General given the size and prominence of the 
Army, is the next in line of command. The Colombian military’s high-
est rank is also this one. Officially, the Army is in duty of protecting 
Colombia from outside aggressors. Actually, since 1999, its mission 
has undergone a significant amount of change, and it is currently 
almost completely focused on fighting counterinsurgency.

According to Article 45 of the Hungarian Constitution, the main 
responsibilities of the Defense Forces are "military Defense of 
Hungary’s independence, territorial integrity, and borders; perfor-
mance of collective Defense; peacekeeping; and carrying out hu-
manitarian activities in accordance with the rules of international 
law." The head of the Defense Force is referred to as the Pres-
ident. The National Assembly must give its approval before any 
deployments overseas, with the exception of missions with the EU 
or NATO, are made by the Government (headed by the Prime Min-
ister). The Defense Force, which includes the Hungarian Ground 
Force and Hungarian Air Force, is managed by the Minister of De-
fense and the Chief of Staff.

Terrorism poses a threat to national Defense and security, and the 
Republic of Indonesia’s 1945 Constitution required the creation 
of two state institutions, the Police and the TNI, with the respon-
sibility of addressing this threat. The 1945 Constitution sets forth 
the distinctions between the Police and TNI’s roles and responsi-
bilities. The integrity and sovereignty of the state must be upheld, 
protected, and maintained by the TNI. By defending, protecting, 
serving the community, and upholding the law, the police serve as 
a tool of the state that keeps the peace and order of the populace. 
The Anti-Terrorism Law has served as the foundation for handling 
terrorist acts up to this point.

The Army is tasked with three missions: Defense, security, and de-
velopment, in accordance with the National Defense Law (Decree 
number 102 on September 16, 1983, and its revisions). These 
missions seek to maintain the constitution, the nation, and the 
State’s authority while also defending national security and stabil-
ity and promoting social development.
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The Federation shall, subject to an Act of the National Assembly 
made in that behalf, equip and maintain the armed forces as may 
be considered adequate and effective for the purpose of— 

(a) defending Nigeria from external aggression; 

(b) maintaining its territorial integrity and securing its borders 
from violation on land, sea or air; 

(c) suppressing insurrection and acting in aid of civil authorities 
to restore order when called upon to do so by the President, 
but subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by an 
Act of the National Assembly; and 

(d) performing such other functions as may be prescribed by an 
Act of the National Assembly.

The Protection of Pakistan Act (2014) highlights the military’s re-
sponsibilities and the actions that they can undertake to protect 
Pakistan from attacks from within the country or from outside. 
The law states the actions (arrests, investigations, missions) the 
military can take to preserve and strengthen all dimensions of se-
curity except health security. Cyber security, border control, envi-
ronmental and personal security are all covered in the Act while 
an amendment in 2015 outlines in further detail military actions 
against terrorism.

Serbian Armed Forces Doctrine is the fundamental document out-
lining the general positions pertaining to military activities, orga-
nizing, preparing, using, and supporting the Serbian Armed Forces 
in peacetime and in a state of war. Serbian Armed Forces are an 
organized armed force defending the Republic of Serbia from ex-
ternal armed threats as well as carrying out other missions and 
tasks in accordance with the Constitution, law, and principles of 
international law regulating the use of force.

The protracted struggle and sacrifices made by the people for 
the sake of their independence, advancement, and national unity 
have paved the way for the establishment of a strong state and 
the encouragement of cohesion between them and the Syrian 
Arab Army, which serves as the primary guarantor and protector 
of the sovereignty, security, stability, and territorial integrity of the 
homeland. This solid foundation has served as the basis for the 
people’s struggle to liberate all occupied territories. A national in-
stitution tasked with protecting the homeland’s security and ter-
ritorial integrity is the army and armed forces. The interests of the 
people, as well as the preservation of its goals and overall national 
security, is served by this organization. The Commander in Chief of 
the Army is the President of the Republic.
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The functions of the UPDF as contained in Section 209 of the 
Uganda Constitutions are:

a) To preserve and defend the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Uganda;

b) To cooperate with civilian authority in emergency situations 
and in cases of natural disasters;

c)To foster harmony and understanding between the Defense 
Forces and civilians; and

d)To engage in productive activities for the development of 
Uganda.

The Uganda Armed Forces Act of 2005.

According to Article 3 of the Organic Law on the Armed Forces, the 
main duties of the National Bolivarian Armed Forces are to defend 
the country militarily, assist in maintaining internal order, and ac-
tively take part in national development in order to guarantee the 
independence, sovereignty, and integrity of the country’s territori-
al integrity. The policies outlined by the late Hugo Chavez serve as 
the foundation for the military doctrine of the armed forces today. 
According to Chávez, the national military’s responsibility is to be 
"basically patriotic, popular, and anti-imperialist." Chávez’s doc-
trine said that the military will also adhere to the defensive prin-
ciples of a "people’s war of resistance" against the republic’s foes 
and to support "internal order," as well as participate in govern-
ment economic development plans and programs for the benefit 
of the people of Venezuela.

Source: Own elaboration based upon results from researchers and official websites for the military 
in respective countries.
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