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Dominican Republic
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10,652,000

48,670 km2

71,433,000,000

63,349

454,610,819

82% 69% 45% 89%

Defence Budget 
Breakdown   

Population

Territorial Extension

GDP (US$)

Armed Forces Personnel

Defence Budget (US$)

BA
SIC IN

FORMATION

Personnel Expenditure Defence 
Budget

Government 
Budget

Comparative Increase (percentage variation 2008-2016)

GDP

P: Salaries and other 
benefits    

R: Retirement and pension
funds / I: Investment

O: Other expenses

Source: Anuario Estadístico de América Latina y el Caribe, 2015, CEPAL (territory and population: projection 2016), IMF, World Economic Outlook Database, (GDP 
projection 2016), and information provided by the Ministry of Defence (personnel).

National Legislation

Source: Compilation on the basis of the aforementioned legislation.

Systems and Concepts

• Organic Law of the Armed Forces (Nº 139 – 
2013/09/19).

Military Organization 

• Code of Justice of the Armed Forces (Act Nº 3483 - 
1953/02/13)

The Legal Framework

The Dominican Republic represents the most 
recent case of institutional reform in the 

region. In September 2013, the Organic Law 
of the Armed Forces was modifi ed and the 

previous Ministry of the Armed Forces became 
the Ministry of Defence.

The Ministry of Defence was created in 
1930 and has held his name since 2013. The 
Minister of Defence is Lieutenant General 
of the Dominican Republic Army Rubén D. 

Paulino Sem.

National Security
and Defence

Council
President

General
Command of the

Navy

General Staff 
of the

Armed Forces

General Joint 
Command

Joint
General Staff

General
Command of the

Army

General
Command of the

Air Force

Ministry of
Defence (1)

The President may receive the advice of the National Security and Defence Council. The Minister 
of Defence is the highest authority for the administration of the Armed Forces, but in case of 
being a civilian, the highest military authority is the General Joint Command. The Joint General 
Staff is a planning body. The General Staff of the Armed Forces is the highest decision-making 
body Presided by the Minister and coordinated by the General Joint Command, it is integrated 
by the Vice-ministers, the Commander and Deputy Commanders of the Joint General Staff, the 
General Inspectorate of the Armed Forces and the Legal Advisor of the Ministry and the General 
Commanders of each branch.  Congress holds the powers granted by the Constitution and 
permanently monitors defence-related issues through the specifi c committees in both Houses.

(1) Only if the Minister is a member of the military. In cases where the Minister is a civilian, 
direct command is exercised by the Joint General Command.

The Defence System

Command reporting line

Joint planning and management relationship

Advisory and assistance functional relationship
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Budget

Year Defence Budget (US$) Government Budget (US$) GDP (US$)

2008 269,120,373 8,416,481,414 37,698,000,000

2009 311,355,315 8,928,070,214 44,716,000,000

2010 332,298,929 10,215,566,144 50,055,000,000

2011 333,481,771 10,012,199,372 54,355,000,000

2012 353,297,867 10,669,995,399 59,429,000,000

2013 371,290,891 10,894,281,111 60,765,000,000

2014 417,072,353 11,368,645,280 62,790,000,000

2015 443,771,019 11,765,193,723 67,492,000,000

2016 454,610,819 12,210,303,580 71,433,000,000

Evolution of the Defence Budget (%)

0.00%

5.00%

4.00%

3.00%

2.00%

1.00%

In relation to GDP In relation to the government budget

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

0.71 0.70 0.66 0.61 0.59

3.20
3.49 3.25 3.33 3.31 3.41

3.67 3.77 3.72

0.61 0.66 0.66 0.64

Source: Compilation based on the Presupuesto de ingresos and Ley de gastos públicos from 2006 to 2016. The Government Budget passed by Congress by means 
of the above-mentioned Act is considered herein. The concept of investment is that expressed in “Non-fi nancial assets”.
GDP: Projection of the World Economic Outlook Database, IMF, for each year considered. This source has been taken for comparative purposes. Each country prepares 
the budget based on its own GDP estimation.
The value of the dollar considered corresponds to the exchange rate determined by the World Economic Outlook Database, IMF, for each year under consideration.

Armed 
Forces 

Personnel

Members of
 the Armed 

Forces for every 
10,000 

Inhabitants

Defence 
Budget 

(US$)

2008 2010 2012 2014

 44,841 46,172 46,547 56,022

 45 47 46 54

 269,120,373 332,298,929 353,297,867 417,072,353
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Source: Ley orgánica de las Fuerzas Armadas (Nº 139 – 2013/09/19) (missions); information provided by the Ministry of Defence (personnel) and Informe Estadístico
2015 of the Ministry of Defence.
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28,815

18,146

11,320

Armed Forces Personnel 2016: 63,349
Women:

13,786

Men:
49,563

Force distribution – December 2015 Total personnel 
by sex, 2016

Note: The amount of troops varies according to the different months of the year. 
Total personnel December 2015: 58,281.

The mission of the Armed Forces is to defend
the independence and sovereignty of the Re-
public, the integrity of its geographic spaces,
and the Constitution and institutions of the
Republic. The Armed Forces shall intervene,
whenever the Executive orders so, in programs
devoted to promoting the country’s social and
economic development, to mitigate disaster
and public calamity situations, and aid the Na-
tional Police in maintaining or restoring public 
order in exceptional cases.
(Constitution, Sec. 252)

• Exercise the highest military authority for all
issues relating to command, organization and
instruction of the Armed Forces.
• Execute the strategic direction of military op-
erations under the authority of the President of
the Republic and Ministry of Defence.
• Designate, when operational circumstances
require so, the Joint Operational Commands
with functions that include the general coordina-
tion of these operations, in accordance with the
Manual of Joint Operations of the Armed Forces.
• Inspect the different institutions, services and
units of the Armed Forces., either directly or
through the offi cers designated.
• Present to the Joint General Staff of the Armed
Forces all the issues related to functioning and
employment, as well as the fundamental disposi-
tions regarding mobilization and troop concen-
trations, operational plans, the adoption of new
arms and, in general, all measures concerning
the preparation of the Armed Forces, organiza-
tional changes, regulations, investments, acquisi-
tions and all aspects that in one way or another
impact members of the Armed Forces.
• Elaborate operational and contingency plans
in conformance with the currently valid Manual
of Joint Doctrine.
• Plan and supervise the annual exercises of the
Armed Forces at the tactical, operational and
strategic levels.
• Coordinate joint actions with the military
commands of allied countries and international
organisms.
• Participate in the national system of preven-
tion, mitigation and response to disasters and in
the control and protection of the environment.
• Form part of the Advisory Board for peace
operations.

Specifi c Missions

-Defend the integrity, sovereignty, and independence of the Nation.
- Defend the Constitution, laws and institutions of the Republic.
- Assist the National Police in maintaining or reestablishing public order in exceptional circum-

stances and form part of the Public Force under the control of the Central Electoral Board during
national elections programmed by this body.

- Provide the functions of military service to which they are destined by the President of the Repub-
lic, in normal situation, in exceptional cases, or during states of exception.

- Recruit, train and equip personnel for their employment in the diverse operations to which they 
are destined.

- Plan, organize, train and equip units to participate in joint, combined, peace, and humanitarian 
assistance operations.

- Adopt all the measures and actions necessary to achieve the orders made by the President of the 
Republic aimed at combatting transnational criminal activities declared as high priority national
objectives, which put the interests of the country in danger.

- Participate in the organization and maintenance of effi cient systems that prevent or mitigate 
the damage occasioned by natural or technological disasters, in accordance with the directives
contained in the Risk Management Act.

- Prepare and coordinate the Nation’s land capacities and resources for their employment in case of 
being required in the interest of national security and defence.

- Secure, control and defend the Land Border Zone from all threats to national security interests or 
those that affect the Dominican cultural identity. 

- Elaborate self-management programs and projects to promote military industry that contributes 
to national development.

Army

- Exercise the functions of national maritime authority, in virtue of that established in legislation in force.
- Exercise the control, security, and defence of the coasts, ports, sport marinas, interior waters, territorial

waters, contiguous zone and the exclusive economic zone of the Republic.
- Protect legal maritime traffi c and industries.
- Combat maritime piracy, violations of laws, and impose the dispositions on navigation, maritime commerce

and international treaties.
- Ensure compliance with the dispositions of maritime navigation, international agreements on fl ags, titles

and crews, the registry of boats, commerce and fi shing, and facilitate legal maritime commerce.
- Elaborate self-management programs and projects to promote naval military industry.
- Prepare and coordinate the Nation’s maritime capacities and resources for their employment in case of being

required in the interest of national security and defence.
- Exercise the control, supervision and operational direction of auxiliary naval civilian services.
- Prepare and execute plans for naval defence and maritime security.

Navy

- Exercise the control, security and defence of the Republic’s airspace. 
- Protect legal air traffi c and commerce.
- Combat air piracy, law violations and ensure compliance with the dispositions of aerial navigation,

commerce and international treaties.
- Prepare and coordinate the Nation’s aeronautical capacities and resources for their employment in

case of being required in the interest of national security and defence.
- Exercise surveillance and security of the Nation’s airspace.
- Prepare and implement plans for air defence.
- Exercise the control, supervision and operational direction of auxiliary aerial civilian services.
- Elaborate self-management programs and projects to promote aerospace military industry.

The Armed Forces

General Mission

General Joint Command

Air Force
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Source: Compilation based on the Ley orgánica de las Fuerzas Armadas (Nº 139 – 2013/09/19) and Informe Estadístico 2015 of the Ministry of Defence.

Maximum rank achieved by women in the Command Corps (2016)Women in the Armed Forces

Second
Lieutenant

Lieutenant Captain Major
Lieutenant

Colonel
Colonel Brigadier 

General
Mayor 
General

Lieutenant 
General

Note: These ranks correspond to the Army, as an example. The equivalent rank to Captain in the Navy is 
Lieutenant and in the Air Force it has the same rank. The Command corps includes officers who have been 
educated at military academies from the beginning of their careers, different to those who develop a career in 
the civilian sphere and are then incorporated to the military.

Of total Armed Forces personnel,
21.76 % (13,786) are women.

Haiti

CESFRONT Headquarters 
(operates along the length 

of the state’s borders) Dominican 
Presidential Guard 

Regiment

Aerial Command, 
Maintenance 

Command, Base 
Security Command, 

Special Forces 
Command, Service 
Support Command

Combat Support Brigade and
Service Support Command

In Villa Medela, the CIUTRAN 
(Quiet City) Task Force also 

operates

4th Infantry 
Brigade 2nd Infantry 

Brigade

3rd Infantry 
Brigade

1st Infantry 
Brigade

6th Infantry 
Brigade

5th Infantry Brigade.
In Barahona, the DEPROSER 
Task Force operates (Defend, 

Protect and Serve)

Northern 
Command

Navy Positions

Army: Brigades, Joint
Command, Task 
Forces and Specialized 
Bodies

Air Force: 
Commands
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Territorial Deployment of the Armed Forces

Soldiers, by sex , 2015

Women:
14%

Men:
86%

Army Women:
19%

Men:
81%

Navy Women:
27%

Men:
73%

Air Force

Military service is voluntary for all 
Dominican people and provides

for a four-year duration.

Military Service

A special training program is 
available for high-school students

on Saturdays and has a three-month 
duration.

     Navy 2015 and 2016             Enrolled

Men 1,503

Women 276

30%

41%

29%

Army Navy Air Force

Officers

Non-commissioned officers

Troops

Note: Figures include “asimilados” and “igualados”. Data as of December 2015.

39%

46%

15% 31%

22%

47%
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL ADMIRAL LIEUTENANT GENERAL

Aspirante (16 a 22 Años)2

Career Path for Officers in Command Bodies1

1 The command corps includes officers who have been educated at military 
academies from the beginning of their professional careers. The diagram 
makes a theoretical reconstruction of officers´ promotion through the 
completion of mandatory courses. Further requirements for promotion have 
not been considered.

2 The age of 16-21 has been considered for comparative purposes. The 
minimum age for promotion shall depend on the age of graduation from the 
military institution. 

* Retirement is obligatory when 40 years in service have been completed.
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the National Army

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE
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Major General

Rear Admiral

Vice Admiral Major General

Brigadier General

Captain

Brigadier General

Colonel

Commander

Colonel

Lieutenant Colonel

Lieutenant Commander

Lieutenant Colonel

Major

Lieutenant 

Major

Captain

Junior Grade 
Lieutenant

Captain

First Lieutenant First Lieutenant 

Second Lieutenant Ensign Second Lieutenant

48/53

53/58

Basic Course

 

Advanced Infantry Course

 

Joint General Staff Course

 

Joint Operations Course

 

Higher Defence and Security Education Course

 

Retirement
Age* 61 

In accordance with the new Organic Law of the Armed Forces, 
INSUDE brings together all institutes for initial, medium

and higher training.

Education and the Military Career

Source: Compilation based on the Ley orgánica de las Fuerzas Ar-
madas (Nº 139 – 2013/09/19) and Informe Estadístico 2015 of the
Ministry of Defence.

Number of cadets –December 2015

Army Navy Air Force

 181 86 118



C h a p t e r  1 6 : D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c

155

Haiti

This operation was executed in early 2015 with the aim of providing security along the 
border with Haiti. The Army sends around 300 troops monthly to reinforce border 
surveillance conducted by specialised units.
As of August 2016:

156,061 undocumented immigrants were detained

2.726 smuggling cases were detected

Operation Shield

                     Army personnel Sent
Senior Officers 152
Junior Officers 356
Enlisted 1,472
TOTAL 1,980

Source: Compilation based on the information provided by the Ministry of Defence and websites of the Specialized Security Body, Specialized Ground Border Security 
Body, Specialized Port Security Body, Specialized Body in Airport Security and Civil Aviation, Specialized Body for Metro Security, and the Ministry of Defence.

In terms of training for peace 
operations, Armed Forces personnel 

have participated in courses
at the CREOMPAZ Regional 

Center (Guatemala). The 
courses attended were Basic 

United Nations Soldier, Military 
Observer, General Command 
Offi cer and United Nations

Terminology, as well as Gender and
Peace Operations.

The Army recorded  162,104 illegal entries
through the border in 2015.

The Navy made 1,101 arrests of illegal vessels 
in 2015.

Plan for Domestic and Citizen Security in 
Support of the National Police Force 

In 2016, 500 members of the Armed Forces were
called up to enhance protection in the northern 

area of the country.

Specialized Fuel Control Corps (CECCOM):

Its mission is to enforce security and control policies in
the process of fuel trade and distribution.

Six Specialized Bodies are 
within the Ministry 

of Defence:

Ships entries ............................................ 4,378
Detained stowaways ..................................... 19
Subdued stowaways ...................................... 76
Drug packages ......................................... 1,796

Operations conducted ..............................4,210
Detainees ...............................................12,096
Retained vehicles .....................................1,940

Search and seizure of illegal fuel storage and trade facilities...........................75
Patrols for the detection of fraudulent activities in the hydrocarbon sector .1,907
Checkpoints for vehicle inspection ...............................................................863

Arrests due to aggressionsA  .............................31

Users assisted for health problems ...............662

Deported individuals or not admitted into the
country ....................................................3,742

Extradites......................................................43

People detained and sent to the Immigration
Offi ce for repatriation purposes .............. 47,156
Firearms without proper documentation  ....... 76
Firearms with outdated license ..................... 11

Wildfi re operations in los 
Haitises National Park, 

Loma Miranda (La Vega), 
Loma El Curro (Barahona),

Loma Nalga de Maco
(Constanza).

Military Support

Activities in which
Defence relates to:

Public Health

Foreign Affairs

Environment

Immigration

Natural Disasters

Defence and National and International Community

Specialized Port Security Body: (CESEP): Specialized Port Security Body: (CESEP):
It is responsible for security and the protection of the national port system. Its 
mission is to provide the  Port Authority with the highest level of security for 
the county’s port installations, whether they are nationalised, operating under
concessions, or private. Furthermore, it is the implementing agency for the pro-
tection of Boats and Port Installations.

Specialized Ground Border Security Body (CESFRONT):
Its mission is to establish permanent security and control in the country’s formal 
entry and exit points as well as areas assigned to it along the Dominican land 
border. It performs patrols and establishes checkpoints, observation points and 
screening in coordination with the various agencies deployed along the Domini-
can-Haitian border.

Specialized Body in Airport Security and Civil Aviation (CESAC):
It is responsible for ensuring security services in domestic and international air-
ports, by applying rules, methods and procedures established by the International 
Civil Aviation Organization for the safeguarding of international civil aviation
against acts of unlawful interference.

Specialized Body for Metro Security (CESMET):
Its mission is to establish permanent security and control throughout the metro 
transport system and the national railway system in order to provide the highest 
level of security, ensuring its good functioning. It consists of a joint force, 60%
of which is formed by members of the Army, 20% Navy and 20% Air Force, as
well as assimilated military personnel required for the protection of its facilities.

S i li d T i S i B d (CESTUR)Specialized Tourist Security Body (CESTUR):
Created in 2014 following an agreement between the Ministry of Defence and
the Ministry of Tourism to replace the former Tourist Police, its mission is to ensure 
the comprehensive security of the Dominican tourism sector, through prevention, 
protection and the provision of guidance to tourists, ensuring sustainable devel-
opment consistent with the performance of the law.
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