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C h a p t e r  5 :  H e m i s p h e r i c  R e l a t i o n s

R e d  d e  S e g u r i d a d  y  D e f e n s a  d e  A m é r i c a  L a t i n a

Inter-American Naval Conferences (CNI)
The CNIs began in 1959, when the national navies of the continent were invited to attend the Semi-annual Conference of the Chiefs of 
Mission of the US Navy. In 1960 a Conference was held in two phases: the fi rst phase was held for the Chiefs of Mission of the US Navy 
(Key West, Florida); the second was a Multilateral Conference of the Continent’s Navies (San Juan, Puerto Rico). 

As a result of the debates and discussions held in the two First Inter-American Naval Conferences, the need and convenience of drafting 
a document that would serve as the Bases for Agreement for future Naval Conferences became evident. Thus, studying common naval 
problems and stimulating permanent professional contacts became the CNIs’ objective.

In 1962, the Bases for Agreement were adopted. Among other things, they established the following:
•The Conference agendas shall be prepared six months in advance and the projects that have to be submitted shall be exchanged three 
months prior to the Conference date.
•The adopted agreements shall have a Recommendation status, and their adoption shall depend on the respective Navies parties to those 
agreements.
•The intervals from one conference to the next are established to be of no less than one year and no more than two years.

Until 2010, twenty-three Inter-American Naval Conferences have been held. Its members are the Navies of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama (National Aero 
naval Service), Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela. The Inter-American Naval Telecommunications Network (IANTN) and 
the IADB are observer organizations.

Source: Compilation based on the information provided on the website of the XXIV Inter-American Naval Conference’s organization.

Cooperation System of American Air Forces (SICOFAA)
The SICOFAA was created on April 16, 1961, within the framework of the First Conference of the Chiefs of the American Air Forces. Its objective is to be a system 
of integration and cooperation among the American Air Forces or their equivalent, in order to exchange experiences, means, personnel training and education 
and everything that facilitates the elaboration of procedures.

Members: Air Forces of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama 
(National Aero naval Service), Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela. Observers: Belize, Costa Rica (Air Surveillance Service), Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica 
and Mexico.
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Matters of interest for the system:

• Air operations

• Human resources, education and 
training

• Search, rescue and disaster 
response

• Unidentifi ed fl ight control

• IT and telecommunications

• Logistics

• Airspace Health

• Meteorology

• Aircraft accident prevention

• Scientifi c and technological 
development

• Aviation Law

• Doctrine of SICOFAA (Cooperation 
System of the American Air Forces)

Source: SICOFAA Permanent Secretariat, website of the Chilean Air Forces, and Charter of the System (July 2007).

Inter-American Air Forces Academy (IAAFA)
The Inter-American Air Forces Acad-
emy (IAAFA) was founded on March 
15, 1943. It is located in Lackland Air 
Force Base, Texas, United States.

Its stated mission is to train and edu-
cate the military forces to build and 
generate abilities for the support of 
world stability and security, while 
generating academic and cultural re-
lations. It offers training courses for 
Offi cers (ISOS) and professional trai-
ning courses for Non-Commissioned 
Offi cers (INCOA).

            Country 2008 Graduates* 2009 Graduates*

Argentina 68 40

Bolivia 5 6

Brazil 0 5

Chile 14 18

Colombia 165 278

Dominican Republic 23 13

Ecuador 64 42

El Salvador 7 13

Guatemala 19 9

Honduras 8 11

Mexico 71 89

Nicaragua 7 5

Paraguay 8 14

Peru 74 90

Uruguay 5 12

Venezuela 0 0

* Mobile equipment and expert exchange are included.

During the period 2010-2011, 
the System Committees are de-
voted to the development of a 
Procedure Manual to respond 
to natural disasters. In October 
2010, the Cooperation Exercise 
I shall be executed, with Chile 
acting as the host country (see 
Chapter 7 of this publication).
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