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Nicaragua

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Defence Budget
Breakdown

P: Salaries and other benefits

I: Investment

O: Other expenses
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Population 6,152,000

Territorial Extension 130,370 km2

GDP 2014 (US$) 11,946.000,000

Armed Forces Personnel 10,358 

Defence Budget (US$) 82,888,983
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Government 
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Comparative Increase (percentage variation 2008-2014)

44%

Defence
Budget

96%

Government 
Budget

44%
GDP

83%

Command reporting line

Advisory and assistance functional relationship

National Defence is conducted through the higher military and political bodies. The President is the 
Supreme Chief of the Army of Nicaragua. The Council of Ministers is the main advisory body on 
defence and security matters. The Presidential Cabinet is a consultative body for national defence 
matters available to the President of the Republic. The Ministry of Defence is the consultative body 
in matters relating to the creation and implementation of national defence plans and policies, and 
manages the elaboration of defence policies throughout the national territory on behalf of the 
President.  The High Command structure is under the leadership of the General Command of the 
Army and is made up of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, the Chief-of-Staff and the Inspector 
General.
The Commander-in-Chief is the senior military advisor to the President with regard to his/her role as 
Supreme Chief of the Army of Nicaragua, including the elaboration of national security and defence 
plans and policies as well as coordinating their implementation.
The Assembly exercises the powers granted to it by the Constitution and continuously monitors 
defence-related matters through the Committee of Peace, Defence, Interior and Human Rights.

Source: Compilation based on the Ley de organización, competencia y procedimientos del 
Poder Ejecutivo (Nº 290 -1998/06/03. Last amendment: Act Nº 612 -2014/05/20) and Ley de la
defensa nacional (Nº 748 -2010/12/22).l

President

Council of
Ministers

Presidential 
Cabinet

Ministry of
Defence

Reserve
units

Permanent
units

General
Command of

the Army

National Legislation

The Defence System

Systems and concepts

• Act on the Organization, Competence and Proce-
dures of the Executive Power (Nº 290 - 1998/06/03. 
Last amendment: Act Nº 864 - 2014/05/20).

• National Defence Act (Nº 748 – 2010/12/22).

• Law on the legal framework on borders (Nº 749 – 
2010/12/22).

• Democratic Security Act (Nº 750 – 2010/12/22).

Military Organization

• Code of Organization, Jurisdiction and Military So-
cial Benefi ts (Act Nº 181 - 1994/08/23. Last amend-
ment: Act Nº 855 - 2014/02/11).

• Organic Act of Military Tribunals (Nº 523 - 
2005/04/05. Last amendment: Law Nº 567 – 
2005/11/25).

• Military Penal Code (Act Nº 566 - 2006/01/05).

• Code of Military Penal Procedures (Act Nº 617 - 
2007/08/29).

Source: Anuario Estadístico de América Latina y el Caribe, 2013, CEPAL (population, projection 2014), IMF, World Economic Outlook Database, (GDP projection 2014),
CEPAL website (territory) and Ley anual de presupuesto general de la República 2014 (personnel).

Source: Compilation based on the aforementioned legislation.

In June 2013, special Act Nº 840 was enacted for the development of Nicaraguan 
transport and infrastructure, for which the Framework Agreement for Concession 
and Implementation for the construction of the Grand Inter-Oceanic Canal of Ni-
caragua Interoceanic was approved and authorized. It would be developed by the 
Nicaragua Canal Development Investment Co. (HKND Group), a Chinese company 
that has the rights to defi ne the design, fi nancing, construction and management of 
the canal for a period of 50 years, renewable for a further 50 more, at an estimated 
cost of US $40,000 million.

The Legal Frameworkh l k
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Budget

Defence Budget (%)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

In relation to the GDP In relation to the government budget
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3.37
3.66

4.41

3.86

0.65 0.59 0.63 0.76 0.85 0.75 0.69

 Compilation based on the Ley anual de presupuesto general de la República from 2006 to 2014. The Government Budget is considered as that passed by 
Congress in the aforementioned law. Investment is considered as that presented in “Capital Expenditure/Assets”.
GDP: Projection of the World Economic Outlook Database, IMF, for each year considered. This source has been taken for comparative purposes. Each country pre-
pares the budget based on its own GDP estimation. The value of the dollar considered corresponds to the exchange rate determined by the World Economic Outlook
Database, IMF, for each year under consideration. As of June, the 2014 average was 25.64 cordobas, on the basis of information provided by the Central Bank of
Nicaragua. For further calculations, fi gures are provided in local currency. 
Expressions in Bold Type (Table) refer to the different items regarding defence that can be found in a sectorial or institutional classifi cation of the Budget Act.

Defence Budget 2014 (in Local Currency)

Ministry of Defence          

   Central Activities* 16,274,679 3,749,950 2,598,995 94,477 22,718,101

    National Defence** 892,331,770 268,869,503 955,132,416 12,746,210 2,129,079,899

 TOTAL 908,606,449 272,619,453 957,731,411 12,840,687 2,151,798,000

* At the delegation of the President of the Republic in his/her position as the Supreme Chief of the Nicaraguan Army, the Ministry of Defence is responsible for the 
elaboration of policies and plans regarding defence of territorial sovereignty, of the independence and integrity of the Nation, and, as part of these powers, the coor-
dination and approval of the plans and actions of the Army of Nicaragua.

** This program is run by the Army of Nicaragua, which is in charge of preparing, organizing and directing the armed defence of the Nation, by defending territorial
integrity, independence and national sovereignty. The State Budget passed by Congress by means of the aforementioned Act is considered herein. The concept of 
investment is that expressed in “Capital expenses/Assets”.

Item Personnel Services Non-personnel Services
Materials, 

Supplies and 
Assets

Current 
Transfers TOTAL

Year Defence Budget  (US$) Government Budget (US$) GDP (US$)

2008 42,191,833 1,492,080,617 6,523,000,000

2009 37,293,776 1,598,952,131 6,298,000,000

2010 39,644,293 1,455,689,864 6,246,000,000

2011 53,774,224 1,596,112,400 7,078,000,000

2012 65,756,103 1,794,342,438 7,695,000,000

2013 85,080,114 1,931,049,585 11,272,000,000

2014 82,888,983 2,148,730,368 11,946,000,000
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The Ministry of Defence

Source: Compilation based on the websites of the Ministry of Defence, the Nicaraguan Army, and the Secretariat of National Defence of Honduras.

Organizational Chart

Higher Directorate

Technical Liaison Unit for
Disaster and Environmental

Management

General Directorate of
Defence Policy

Security and Defence
Directorate

General Directorate of
Defence Cooperation and
Humanitarian De-mining

Services

Directorate of Defence
Cooperation

General Directorate
of Inter-Institutional

Coordination

Public
Information Offi ce

Administrative
Division

Financial
Division

Internal Audit

Planning

Legal Support

Adquisitions

Inter-Institutional
Commission

Public Relations and
Protocol

Information Technology

General Directorate of
Humanitarian Demining

Administrative and Financial Division
Organizes, plans, administers, supervises

and controls budgetary processes;
prepares the annual budget which 
is then approved by the Ministry of
Finance and Public Credit; acts as

treasurer and carries out administrative 
tasks for the department.

Human
Resources
Division

Directorate of
Inter-Institutional

Commissions

Directorate of
Civil-Military

Relations

Technical Council

Bilateral agreements signed between 2012-2014

Joint Declaration to construct a 
Trinational Commision with the 
aim of maintaining the Gulf of 

Fonseca as a zone of peace, 
sustainable development and 

security, with Honduras and El 
Salvador (2012).

Creation of the “Nicara-
gua-Russia Friendship” 

International Humanitarian 
Demining Center, financed by 

Russia (2013).

Date of Foundation

1979

Current Minister 
(July 2014) 

Martha Elena Ruiz 
Sevilla

Can military members 
be Ministers of 

Defence?

Yes (if they have retired)( f h h d)

Number of military 
members who were 
Ministers of Defence 

2

Number of civilians 
who were Ministers 

of Defence 

10
Have there been any 

women in charge 
of the Ministry of 

gg

Defence? 

Yes (the current 
Minister; Violeta 
Chamorro, 1990 

- 1997 - while she 
served as President 

of the Republic 
- and Ruth Tapia 

Roa, 2007-2012, as 
Secretary General)

Average stay in the 
Minister of Defence 

position

 2 years and 9
months

[The date of foundation is related 
to the moment in which the term 

“Defence” became part of the 
Institution’s name]
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Armed Forces Personnel: 
Offi cers: ...................................................................1,589

NCOs: .........................................................................433

Classes: ....................................................................1,330

Soldiers: ...................................................................7,006

Total Armed Forces Personnel: 10,358

The Armed Forces

The Army of Nicaragua is the armed institution responsible for defending the
country’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. Only in exceptional
cases, when stability of the Republic is threatened by severe internal disorders,
calamity or natural disasters, shall the President, acting within a session of the
Council of Ministers, be entitled to order the intervention of the Army of Nicara-
gua in support of the National Police. (Constitution, Sec. 92)
Its mission is to prepare, organize and lead the armed defence of the homeland,
and to defend the territorial integrity, independence and sovereignty of the Na-
tion. Its missions, composition and structure are defi ned according to the sce-
narios, threats and risks identifi ed by the Nicaraguan State, which will provide
the necessary public means and resources to provide the Army of Nicaragua with
the ability required to comply with its missions and tasks in times of peace, with
the purpose of preventing and deterring any type of international armed confl ict.

The Army of Nicaragua shall plan, organize, prepare, manage and execute the
national armed defence of the homeland and defend the territorial integrity, the
independence and sovereignty of the nation. In turn, it shall intervene -in excep-
tional cases- to support the National Police, under the order of the President of
the Republic within the Council of Ministers, where the stability of the Republic is
threatened by large internal disorders, calamities or natural disasters and assist in
the execution of work that contribute with the country’s development.
It shall co-assist in case of extreme need, in maintaining peace and order in the
nation, as well as in the fi ght against drug traffi cking, arms traffi cking and human
traffi cking and transnational organized crime. It shall contribute to strengthen-
ing the risk management policy, based on preventing, mitigating and managing
natural disasters, safeguarding the life and property of the population. It shall
participate in international peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance missions,
in accordance to the UN Charter, approved by Resolution No. 84 of Nicaragua’s
Congress, international treaties or agreements signed and ratifi ed by the State of
Nicaragua based on regulations and principles of International Law.
(Ley de la defensa nacional, Nº 748, Sec. 16 and 17).

Specifi c Missions

The Land Force is the Army’s main instrument to
perform missions in defence of the country’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, acting in coordi-
nation with the Air Force, the Navy and common
bodies.

Army

The Navy carries out missions to support the Army,
and independent missions directed by the High
Command of the Army. Ground force units that
carry out security and safeguarding missions of 
units and facilities form part of the Navy

Navy

The Air Force carries out missions to support the 
Army and Navy as well as independent missions
directed by the High Command of the Army. The
land force units, which carry out missions of air,
defence, security and maintenance of the units
and facilities form part of the Air Force.

Air Force

General Mission

Source: Ley de la defensa nacional (Nº 748 – 2010/12/22) andl Código de organización, jurisdicción y previsión social militar (Nº 181 - 1994/09/02. Last amendment: r
Nº 855 – 2014/02/11) (missions), Ley anual de presupuesto general de la República 2014 (personnel) and Memoria del Ejército de Nicaragua (2013).

Protection of Land Borders – actions 2013

• Based on Law Nº 749, the Legal Border Regime Act, the Army of Nicaragua was incorporated into the coordination of the work developed 
in the Border Checkpoints at Peñas Blancas, Las Manos, and El Guasaule. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the General Directorate of Customs 
and the General Directorate of Migration and Foreign Persons participated. 

• Cooperation agreements were signed with the General Directorate of Customs and the General Directorate of Migration and Foreign 
Persons in order to strengthen work in the Border Zone, Special Border Protection Zone, and the Border Security Zone.

• The Army made available human and material resources for the creation of new military border posts.

• Checks of 132,666 persons making legal border crossings were carried out, and 446 illegal immigrants were captured during a variety of operations.

Soldiers: 68%

Officers: 15%

Armed Forces Personnel

NCOs: 4%

Classes: 13% 10,000
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6,000
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2010 2012 2014
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Source: Ley anual de presupuesto general de la República 2014, Libro de la Defensa Nacional de Nicaragua and website of the Nicaraguan Army.

Matagalpa

Carazo

Masaya

Granada

Managua
Leon

Rivas

Boaco

Chinandega

Chontales

Somoto

Estelí

Ocotal
Jinotega

Rio San Juan

North Atlantic 
Autonomous Region

South Atlantic 
Autonomous Region

Army Units

North Military 
Detachment

Sixth Regional 
Military Command 

Fifth Regional 
Military Command 

South Military 
Detachment

Fourth Regional 
Military Command 

Second Regional 
Military Command 

First Regional 
Military Command 

Mountain  
Military Detachment 

 Maximum rank achieved by women in the Command Corps (2014)Women in the Armed Forces

Lieutenant CaptainFirst 
Lieutenant

Major
Lieutenant 

Colonel
Colonel

General 
of the Army

Brigadier 
General

Major 
General

Note: These ranks correspond to the Army as an example. The highest rank achieved since the creation of the National Army as the only armed force of the Republic, 
in 1979, is considered. The command corps includes officers who have been educated at military academies from the beginning of their careers, different to those 
who develop a career in the civilian sphere and are then incorporated to the military.

Men and women are equally allowed to enter the military 
service, which has a one-year duration and the possibility
of further extension. The Political Constitution forbids any 
type of compulsory recruitment and thus military service is 
optional.

Since 1998, the new soldiers of the Nicaraguan Army have 
received a 3-month training course at the National School of 
Basic Infantry Training “Soldado Ramón Montoya” (ENABI). 
Graduates from this School become temporary military 
members and can be hired for a 3 to 5-year period, after 
which they can continue with their active service for 5 addi-
tional years or access military courses that allow them to be-
come career military personnel.

Military Service

0
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Quantity of Soldiers in the Nicaraguan Army
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Source: Compilation based on the Libro de la Defensa Nacional de Nicaragua, 2005, and the website of the aforementoned institutions and the Nicaraguan Army.

Education and the Military Career

GENERAL OF THE ARMY

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE

Candidates (Aged 18/20)2

Lieutenant

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE

First Lieutenant

Major

Captain

Lieutenant Colonel

Colonel

Brigadier General

Junior Grade 
Lieutenant

Senior Grade 
Lieutenant

Lieutenant

Lieutenant Commander

Commander

Captain

Rear Admiral

Lieutenant

First Lieutenant

Captain

Major

Lieutenant Colonel

Colonel

Air Brigade 
General

Major General Major General3 Major General

Higher School of the General Command (ESEM): Postgraduate Arms and Services Course

 

4 
ye

ar
s

Career Path for Officers in Command Bodies1

1 Command corps includes officers who have been educated at military academies from the beginning of their professional careers. The graph makes a theoretical reconstruction of officer’ 
promotion through the completion of mandatory courses. Further requirements for promotion have not been considered.

2 Ages 18-20 years have been considered for comparative purposes. The minimum age for promotion shall depend on the age of graduation from the military institution. 

3 Senior Officers of the Naval Force who hold a position in the General Command of the Nicaraguan Army shall receive the rank corresponding to the military hierarchy of the Army.. 

Superior Center of Military Studies

22/24 years

Higher School of the General Command (ESEM): Certified Staff Course 
   

 

Higher School of the General Command (ESEM): National Security and Defence Course

2011: 38
2013: 50

Graduates:
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Defence and National and International Community

Activities in which the
defence is related to:

The Environment and
Natural Resources

Health

National Police

Immigration and Foreign

Persons

Education

Supreme Electoral Councilp

Transport and 
infrastructure

With the objective of controlling the transportation of wood from the Biospheres of BO-
SAWAS and the south east of the country, 8,837 operational services were carried out with
offi cials from the Offi ce of the Public Prosecutor, the General Attorney, and the Environ-
mental and Natural Resources Ministry. Results include: confi scation of 12,917 pieces of
wood; 2,163 sections of wood; 131 vehicles and 8 boats and the protection of 107 species.
970 inspections were also carried out with governing authorities.

Between 2012-2013, the Marine Tortoise Protection Plan was carried out with troops from
Regional Commands 2 and 4, together with the Environmental and Natural Resources Mi-
nistry, local mayors, and environmental activists, protecting the habitats of tortoises and the
birth of 1,997,920 tortoises in wildlife refuges. 

In support of the Closed Season Law, the Navy and other military units executed 34,523
operational services in order to protect lobsters, shrimps, and green and hawksbill turtles in
their breeding periods. 64 boats were detained along with 412 persons for illegal fi shing,
with 220 controls carried out of shrimp fi shing boats.

In cooperation with
• Local Comprehensive Health Response 

Systems (SILAIS)
• Mayors
• Family cabinets
• Community leaders
• Municipal and health authorites

n cooperation with:

• Ministry of Education
• Municipalities
• Nicaraguan Water and Sewer Company 

(ENACAL)

Activities carried out:
• 149 day-long activities against dengue
• 19 cleaning days
• 17 blood donation days
• 2 fumigations
• 1 vaccination days
• 2 medical attention days
• 336 primary care attention days
• 1,697 medical consultations
• 317 homes fumigated
• 16,925 m2  cleared in schools and health centers
• 2.423 m2 de pintura en centros de salud

Activities carried out:
• Distribution of 150,000 gallons of water.
• 204.52 km of roads repaired.
• Construction of 8.51 km of new roads.

Support to the process of verifying citizens in November 2013, in 15 municipalities across the North
Atlantic Autonomous Region and South  Atlantic Autonomous Region, transporting 483 techni-
cians and 419 verifi cation packets. Components from the Air Force, Navy and land units were
employed, as well as 72 transport vehicles of all types. 

Prevention and Response
to Disasters

Aims to neutralize the criminal activity of groups,
permit the free and safe circulation of citizens and
of transport, facilitate commercial agricultural, li-
vestock and coffee-production activities. Also see-
ks to reduce citizen insecurity through military and
police actions in high-risk areas. Develops plans
that are coordinated among territorial chiefs, the
Offi ce of the Public Prosecutor, and the judicial
system. 
Some fi gures:
112,171 operations executed.
548 criminals captured.
Confi scation of:

• 387 weapons.
• 2,398 restricted ammunitions.
• 1,668 civilian-use ammunitions.
• 137 military explosives.
• 495 industrial explosives.
• 136 vehicles.

O
s
S
1
5
C

I
•

•
•
•
•

I

•
•
•

The Nicaraguan Army carries out a variety of plans linked to community support:

Source: Memoria del Ejército de Nicaragua (2012 and 2013) and the website of the Nicaraguan Army.

24,752 operations were carried out. The Air 
Force carried out 40 fl ights and the Navy 

pp

navigated a total of 51,885 nautical miles. 
g yg

Achievements:
• 164 drug traffi ckers captured.
• 42 naval vessels occupied.
• 66 vehicles occupied.
• 367 kg of cocaine and 336 kg of

marijuana confi scated..
• 179,780 marijuana plants destroyed.
• 972,317 US dollars confi scated

Through the Navy, Air Force, and the Airport Security and Protection Detachment (DEPSA), 
the Army cooperated in maintaining security at 5 ports. In coordination with the National 
Port Authority, 181,335 boats were probed as part of 5 security audits: among these were 
170,941 national vessels and 10,394 foreign vessels. 91,204 departures were authorized, 
and security and control  was guaranteed  for the arrival and transit of 527 boats and 30 
international cruise ships.

Defence of objectives that, due to their political, economic and social impor-
tance, are considered to be strategic for security, stability and national de-

j , p , pj , p , p

velopment.
,,

• 101 strategic objectives have been identifi ed: energy, telecommunications, 
pp

road infrastructure, ports, airports, large development projects, water supply 
g j gy, ,g j gy,

stations, among others.
, p,

• Cooperation agreements were signed with institutions that administer these 
, g, g

objectives in order to coordinate work processes.
p g gp g g

Operational Plans 2013

Contingency Plans 2013

Support Activities in 2013

Fight 
against drug 

traffi cking 
and organized 

crime

Rural
security

Health

Social

Protection of the Environment
and Natural Resources
Develops the “Green Gold” operation
in various parts of the national
territory as part of its mission to
protect and preserve the country’s
principal natural reserves

Support to the Supreme 
Electoral 

Protection 
of strategic 

objectives

Airport and 
port security

1,920 personnel 
deployed

24 personnel 
p ydeployed

917,160
inhabitants
benefi tted

6,000 inhabitants
benefi tted

8,095 families 
benefi tted

25,130  inhabitants 
benefi tted

60,954 inhabitants
benefi tted

Protection and Security of the Coffee Harvest: In the 2012-2013 production cycle, 6,632 operations were carried out in Regional Military
Commands 1,4,5 and 6. Security was provided to the transport of valuables for the payment of the labour force. As part of this plan, 35 

coordination meetings were held (5 with CONACAFE and the National Police, 20 with producers and cooperatives, 10 with departmental and 
municipal authorities) and 2,414 visits were made to coffee producers.
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The Army’s General Command of Civil Defence has 6 contingency plans for providing humanitarian assistance to civilian populations affected by natural or man-
made disasters.

1. Earthquake Plan - Pacifi c Region
2. Winter Plan (heavy rains and hurricanes)
3. Volcanic Eruption Plan
4. Plan for the prevention and control of forest fi res
5. Plan for tsunamis on the coastal zone of the greater pacifi c region
6. Security plan in case of massive concentrations of persons6. Security plan in case of massive concentrations of persons

These plans are implemented in
coordination with the different

structures of the National System
for the Prevention, Mitigation and
Response to Disasters (SINAPRED)
and local volunteers organized in

committees and brigades.

The Training Center for Peacekeeping
Operations -CAOMPAZ- was created
in December 2007 to train personnel

according to UN standards.
In July 2012, it carried out the fi rst course
on conducting humanitarian operations.

During 2013, 316 Committees for Prevention, Mitigation
and Response to Disasters were organized and trained:

2 in the autonomous regions of the Caribbean, 10
departmental, 12 municipal, 146 local and 146 in schools,
along with their respective  response plans.  Additonally, 12
municipal response brigades, 146 local, 146 school and 41
institutional  brigades were organized and trained, and 8

radio operator courses were carried out.

Humanitarian and Rescue Unit 
(UHR) “Commander William 
Joaquin Ramírez Solórzano”

Launched in September 2010, it has 300
permanent members of the Army of Nica-
ragua, trained to support the population in 
response to natural or man-made disasters. 
During 2013, it undertook the following 
activities:

- Conducted the evacuation and relocation
of 1,751 people located at critical points in 
the capital, with the use of 138 transport 
vehicles.

- In coordination with the General Command 
of Civil Defence and the sectoral working 
committees of the National System for Pre-
vention, Mitigation and Response to Disasters 
(SINAPRED) and other institutions, it participa-
ted in drills in neighborhoods of the capital. 

- Participated in fi ghting forest fi res in su-
pport of the Ministry of Health (MINSA), 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (MARENA), Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry (MAGFOR), and municipalities
and other agencies. 

- In coordination with MINSA, MARENA 
and territorial authorities, it carried out 
blood donation drives, fumigations, and 
the conservation and protection of fl ora
and fauna.

Disaster Support

Source: Memoria del Ejército de Nicaragua (2012 and 2013) and the website of the Nicaraguan Army.

Earthquake 
Contingency Plan

Plan for the prevention 
and control of forest fi res

Winter Plan

Volcanic Eruption Plan

Plan for tsunamis on the pacifi c 
coastal zone 

Security plan in case of massive 
concentrations of persons

Seismic hazards in Nicaragua are common. The high 
seismic zone corresponds to the strip that runs par-
allel to the coast of the Pacifi c Ocean, where they 
occur at depths greater than 40 km, in the friction 
zone between the Cocos and Caribbean lithospheric 
plates.
The Earthquake Plan has a fundamental strategic ob-
jective of establishing guidelines and courses of ac-
tion to be implemented from the moment of impact, 
clarifi cation of the situation by relevant authorities, 
the disposition of forces and means by state insti-
tutions, municipal governments, relief agencies and 
local volunteers for the management and develop-
ment of humanitarian assistance operations to assist 
the affected population in an effective and timely 
manner, facilitating the following actions: 
Search, locate and rescue. 
First aid medical assistance. 
Firefi ghting.
Evacuation and protection of evacuees.

Oriented towards the prevention and control of forest 
fi res and the need for correct operation planning that 
involves the variety of authorities from central govern-
ment to community leaders in the municipalities lo-
cated in the departments of Esteli, Madriz, Nueva Se-
govia, Chinandega, León, Masaya, Granada, Carazo, 
Rivas and RAAN.
For the implementation of this plan, coordination is 
established between troops of the Nicaraguan Army, 
the National Police, the Fire Department, Fire Brigades 
and the structures of the Committees for Prevention, 
Mitigation, and Response to Disasters, and depart-
mental, municipal and local authorities.

The causes of these weather-related events, such as heavy rainfall, 
are associated  with the fl ooding of rivers, creeks, streams, increases 
in the level of lakes and landslides lead to heavy damages to per-
sons and property, transport and production infrastructure, and the 
environment.
The plan’s main objective is to articulate courses of action to be de-
veloped in order to provide the forces, vehicles and equipment and 
State institutions in humanitarian assistance to the civilian popula-
tion. 

The frequency of volcanic eruptions is also varibale, from those that
are almost constantly erupting (Masaya), to those that are active only
every 100 or even 1,000 years (Apoyeque). In 2005, the Volcano
Conception was active, generating eruptions and the expulsion of
ash that reached the municipalities of Rivas, San Jorge, Buenos Aires,
Potosi and Belen; without causing any material damage of loss of life.
The basis of the plan is the analysis of risks and threats, including
the implementation of a variety of operational actions and measures
that seek to guarantee a rapid, effi cient and opportune reaction in
support of the civilian population. Thanks to the support of donor or-
ganizations, Nicaragua has access to various Early Warning Systems.

This Plan has identifi ed 13 municipalities, equiva-
lent to 74 at-risk communities, representing 99,000 
people at risk. Consequently, 4 Early Warning Systems 
were installed and 5 Command Posts have been 
formed in Corinto, Poneloya, Masachapa, La Boquita 
and San Juan del Sur. They cover 427 kilometers along 
the Nicaraguan Pacifi c coast.
The Plan is implemented by the General Command of 
Civil Defence in close coordination with the Executive 
Secretariat of SINAPRED, and with the participation of 
structures that form part of the Commission of Spe-
cial Operations: Air Force, Navy, and Regional Military 
Commands 2 and 4, contingents of troops from the 
Military Unit of the Capital, and of the Humanitarian 
and Rescue Unit (UHR) of the Nicaraguan Army. They 
would act on the basis of the plan for the deployment 
of forces, equipment and vehicles in response to natu-
ral or man-made disasters.

Its main objective is to articulate courses of action and
operational measures to implement together with the
members of the Committee for Special Operations to
ensure the evacuation, rescue and provision of fi rst
aid assistance to participants in different activities in-
volving the mass concentration of persons, in case of
sudden large-scale events that may cause damages to
the concentrated population.

During 2013, they confronted 256 fi res; of 
which 126 were forest fi res and 130 agricul-
tural. A total of 36,775 hectares of forest were 
affected. During the execution of the plan, 
2,095 military personnel and 6,018 voluntary 
brigades, 11,819 offi cials and 1,075 vehicles 
were involved.

During 2013, 1,823 operations were carried out in which 
components from the following military units participated: 
241 land, 14 naval and 2 aerial transport vehicles. As a re-
sult of the heavy rains, 4,045 houses were affected across 
the country, of which 3,720 received minor damages, 40 
were destroyed and 285 were partially destroyed. 4,239
families were affected (19,446 persons). 1,435 persons 
were evacuated.


